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lood prevention and sewerage is an issue of utmost concern in all cities. In
densely populated Hong Kong, the underground drainage network is more than

complicated. As of 2017, the storm drains and sewage networks had reached a total
length of 4,100 km, longer than the distance between Hong Kong and New Delhi, the
capital of India.

Drainage inspection often involves hassling procedures, such as road closure and

opening of manholes, causing inconvenience to the public. In addition, hazardous and

inflammable gases are easily accumulated in enclosed underground environments,

A RRAHE (E2) BSHMENEERENR30x22x6EK  fEERM T RERBN
The device developed by the research team led by Prof. Wu Ke-li (2nd left), which is about ) . )
30x22x6 cm in size, can measure underground conditions of the drainage system Drainage Services Department (DSD) has long grappled with.

posing threat to workers entering the manholes. These are the challenges that the HKSAR

) L)
Hong Kong

skemRE:1,80028E  Total length of sewers in Hk: 1,800 km fkE@EE:2 30028 Total length of storm drains in HK: 2,300 km
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Funded with HK$8.4 million from the Innovation and Technology Commission, a research
team led by Prof. Wu Ke-li from the Department of Electronic Engineering has developed
the world’s first-ever sensing wireless network for monitoring underground conditions
of the drainage system. The network measures and reports real-time information on
concentration of hazardous gases and change of water level.

Transmitting Real-time Data
In August 2017, the research team cooperated with DSD and the Logistics and Supply

Chain MultiTech R&D Centre to install monitoring devices in about 100 manholes
covering storm drains and foul sewers in parks, sports grounds and industrial areas in

Kowloon Bay.

The device monitors the change of water level and concentration of three types of
hazardous gases—hydrogen sulphide (H_S), sulphur dioxide (SO,) and methane (CH,). In
addition, it can detect whether the manhole cover is open and thus prevent unauthorized
opening of the covers and illegal dumping of hazardous materials into the drains. The
sample data are sent back every 15 minutes, allowing DSD to monitor underground

conditions in real time.

One great challenge that the team had to overcome is the manhole cover. ‘The 14-cm
thick cast iron cover is an obstacle that barricades signals. We turn such an obstacle into
a stepping stone, using the manhole cover as an “antenna” to reinforce signals,” Professor
Wu said. Besides, the team has used a low frequency signal of 27MHz to enable the
transmission of radio waves through buildings and over longer distances to base stations
on rooftops kilometers away.

Most of the similar sensing devices currently available use GSM or LTE networks to
transmit data, resulting in shorter transmission distance. They are capable of measuring

only one kind of data while Professor Wu’s can measure up to five.

Preventing Flooding and Accidents

The analysis of the data collected can be highly informative of the underground scenario.
For example, if the water level in drains remains persistently high or lowers too slowly,
the drains could possibly be blocked and require immediate inspection and clearing.

DSD, being alerted, will be able to carry out flood precaution measures.

The concentration of hazardous gases is normally higher in sewers near industrial areas.
Methane, an extremely flammable gas, ignites easily to cause explosion. Hydrogen
sulphide, a gas with ‘rotten egg’ smell, is commonly found in sewers. If its airborne
concentration is above 100 parts per million, it may cause gas poisoning, leading to
loss of consciousness and putting workers at the risk of drowning. If an unusual
high concentration of hydrogen sulphide is recorded in storm drains, it may imply
misconnection of sewer to storm drains or unauthorized discharge of sewage into storm
drains. With the help of Professor Wu's device, frontline workers can be promptly alerted

of any possible irregularities in gas concentration.

In view of its satisfactory trial performance, DSD will extend the application of the
wireless monitoring system to other districts, in particular to older districts where
drainage networks are often complicated. The Shenzhen Water Group is also considering
using the system to combat unauthorized discharge.

Clearing blocked drains helps reduce the risk of flooding, while early detection of
poisonous gases minimizes the risk of accidents. There is no better use of science and

technology than the prevention of disasters and protection of workers. [

M. Mak

HiEE i 1 S B 4 K[
New Delhi Almaty, Kazakhstan

RMERX

Darwin, Australia

EEM NREARE
410028
Total length of underground
pipelines in HK: 4,100 km

A BRRESEERAERSE  HRIEEKG ZBAERERENETRD HERMEMRE
The device consists of five sensors for monitoring the water level, the concentration of three
hazardous gases, and detecting the opening and closing of the manhole cover
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Volume of water flow in drains can be estimated by comparing the change in water levels along
the drains, hence evaluating the drain capacity for containing heavy monsoon rains
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A webpage and a mobile application for the system allow DSD staff to view data anytime from

anywhere, hence reducing the number of routine inspections
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FREHE Chan Ka-lung
FIRZER R B RIBANREEAFL

BpmsEnmE [RBEH

ERTE A

s the summer comes to an end, new students
different
T-shirts crop up on campus, ready to begin

in colours of orientation camp
their university journeys. This year, through the Joint
University Programmes Admissions System (JUPAS),
CUHK has admitted 2,886 students who sat the Hong
Kong Diploma of Secondary Education (HKDSE)
examination. 99.5% of them have made CUHK their
Band A choices. Among all candidates who achieved
the highest level of 5** in five subjects or above in
the HKDSE territory-wide, over 40% were admitted
by CUHK, including three top-scorers with 5** in
seven subjects, as well as 11 students with 5** in

six subjects.

In terms of the median admission scores of the best five
subjects, five out of the top 10 programmes among the
JUPAS institutions in the territory are offered by CUHK,
(Global  Physician-Leadership

including  Medicine

R ot AR M A R KRR [EEAFERET

B ERETRN ReFREAREX B8 FFEENFEDIERENREE LNZEXT F®
ER AT EANS A ESE o B BAR [BIFR P B R RIEE RN R B E | mISHMEEATE - %
Economics freshman Chan Ka-lung has been winning technology accolades since young. When he

was in Secondary Five, he collaborated with two schoolmates to develop a ‘sign-translate glove’
that turns sign language from hand gesture into multi-lingual texts displayed on a smartphone.

Utilizing Bluetooth technology, the device allows the deaf to communicate with foreigners. The
design won the team a bronze medal in the International Sustainable World Project Olympiad.

B TTAT
MAREE Lam Yee-lok

RREEEEDPEMEMKERE
EERKE - 20115 KA ERM
ESAAEEAXEHATE HEE
BHRE AN REFENIRE <
WMBERNXE EARER - BHAE
BA K#ERBRZSFEREDSRRMNE
RELSRZREAR WELEAAES: &
TBEFEINEE - 1§15 B AR B Th Y B
WA -

Lam Yee-lok, a member of the

Hong Kong Women'’s Table Tennis
Team, was admitted to the Physical
Education, Exercise Science and Health
programme. In 2011, she won her

first Girls’ Singles in Poland. She has
gathered many more awards over the
years, but not without setbacks. She
was once diagnosed with arthritis
caused by intensive training. With

the determination and perseverance
developed in the sports field, she
ultimately recovered. The experience
reinforced her belief that one needs to
go the extra mile for a brighter future.

B—

Stream),

Global

Studies,
Finance and Risk Management Science, Medicine and

Business Quantitative

International Business and Chinese Enterprise. Medicine
(Global the
programme with the highest median admission scores

Physician-Leadership Stream) s top

territory-wide for five consecutive years.

Six admittees were awarded the fourth ‘Multi-faceted
Excellence Scholarship’ under the auspices of the
Home Affairs Bureau, and were offered sponsorships
for their full tuition fee. Twenty-three students have
been admitted to CUHK through the University’s Sports
Scholarship Scheme with their outstanding performances
in sports, three of whom represent Hong Kong in their

respective fields.

This year’s freshmen represent a diverse and talented
group of students and we can find many musicians,

athletes and inventors among them. (27

F£%E Luk Hei
BEEEHBENBENROE EENSLMELRE . 52016F A0

=

BEE - T EEH TR SEEEDHBRMTEEAEN

BIR T3 e A RIS * A A BEP RIRIRA RS - HAE UL IR

BB #REB TR R HEE D BEAREK -

Luk Hei has been playing piano and harmonica since childhood
and was a winner of the 2016 Asia Pacific Harmonica Festival.
He also plays soccer and finds in sports and music much

relief from exam stress. He attained 5** in seven subjects in
the HKDSE and was admitted to the Global Business Studies
programme, hoping to broaden his horizons and meet people
from all walks of life.

-
RIZH Thomas Yuen

ERLRS > AR EELE R HZE
BSHRERAEBRS (RIREBE
FHIFINEEAR) RIZBEFE
EMRTREABATRRSEAER
A BEINFERREY AR EEBE
EEBIUR T - E B R K ATT
WEBNES - LB EE TR
Thomas Yuen, a top scorer clinching
5** in all seven subjects as well as a
5** for the mathematics extended
module, got into the MBChB (Global
Physician-Leadership Stream)
programme. Through studying biology
in secondary school, he learned that
the coordination between different
systems of the human body is as
fascinating as that of the universe. So
he wishes to know more by majoring
in medicine. He aims to become an
expert in administrative medicine to
improve the healthcare system and to
ease the burden on public services.
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B EYDIRAE
Using Microbes to Lose Weight

EELK EMNER [TEBE EMRRO] EfE
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The Faculty of Medicine has established Asia’s first
microbiota transplantation and research centre to
unravel the role of gut microbiota in human health,
and to develop novel strategies for disease prevention
and intervention. With successful experience in using
gut microbes from the faeces of healthy people to
cure others of fatal intestinal problems, experts from
the Faculty are now studying whether the method can
be applied to managing obesity and diabetes. A pilot
study has shown that microbiota transplantation helps
diabetics lose weight. The most substantial weight loss
was 12 kg in six months.

B/ iEZE a5

Demystifying ‘Little Brain’ Deterioration

FEREV SR = A5 W EARDE o A RHE S
BOEAHER () REMREHER 2Rk EEEE S
WFuzEHEIREE BERS LTI T A/ - BRERIE -

MABREDMER R DEEMREENEEY) BE+FR
ATHER -

Spinocerebellar ataxia type 3 is a rare neuronal disorder
that remains incurable. Prof. Edwin Chan (left) and his
research team from the School of Life Sciences have
discovered that the disease may be caused by faulty
Fuz protein that leads to cell death in neurons. Professor
Chan said the finding is conducive to the design of new
drugs which are expected to be rolled out in 10 years.

BEIRIRIS
All’s Well That Ends Well
.

ANEREM BT BEER RAFERER
AHE S BEHRRNEEABERY T SER(CHE
LIEABRBRELER PABESSEFE2MAMNEA
18RER A BB E S (B RERE ] ARHE
EE) - 2MEBIA LA BEANTRE ERAEHE
BEIARRE BIRTT A (BRER R HEIE
M) EERERAER AMBRIRENELRIR - 200E
BERAENE [[ER CBRERREREIER) | BE B
FREETMEMEI - (R BFH A LRI HIMR BV R
RIWETIEYs (P BB EBRERARTT

Death is inevitable, but a good ending probably
relieves the anxiety and frustration alongside. To help
the public and the healthcare workers respond to the
challenges in the ageing city and enhance end-of-life
care, the CUHK Jockey Club Institute of Ageing held a
public event on End-of-Life Care education on 18 August
at the Yasumoto International Academic Park. Over 470
attendees took part in the seminar, who benefited from
topics on advance care planning for dementia patients,
conversation with healthcare workers using Serious
Illness Conversation Guide (SICG), and spiritual care
at the end of life. After the seminar, they also joined
interactive workshops on the application of SICG,
advance care planning handbook making, reflection
on life and death via horticultural therapy, and clinical
ethics in end-of-life care. The knowledge and experience
acquired have equipped them to walk an extra mile with
patients at the end stage of their lives.

DOAIR K5 HH R
Joining the Pacific Rim League

FRERENRCA24Z 26N G2 AR 28
BIEnE_—+E [BRAFFREHE (APRU) |
REEE - 2N E#EES [Our Digital Future in a
Divided World] - B KB —BEZAPRUKE X
BREFRNERBEENSIERR - KRB0 HiE 8l
BRI B E SR E S DB R R B S
W BRREFREE RS WA RS L P& 6
APRUK BB REH S 1ERTIRE ©

Vice-Chancellor Prof. Rocky S. Tuan took part in the 22nd
Association of Pacific Rim Universities (APRU) Annual
Presidents’ Meeting in Taipei from 24 to 26 June. Over
100 delegates from APRU member universities joined
the meeting hosted by the National Taiwan University.
Themed ‘Our Digital Future in a Divided World’, the
meeting explored how universities will play a critical role
in advancing innovation, bridging divides, and preparing
a diverse workforce for the challenges and opportunities
ahead. Professor Tuan shared the unique features and
research strengths of CUHK and expressed excitement
to engage with APRU and its member universities.

22 APRU ANNU,
PRESIDENTS’ ME

O

ER A LTEEERIRZR
Shedding Light on the Future of Al

A GRYI) BUEE — (8% FIRYIBRRTA30E31 8
A (MBS BRTEBEERAE]  BETIHALS
EREELEE TR DA BRI
B TEMBE MBS BE BRI  HIERIIR
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KB EBRXAR  EFHEAR HIIAR  EPIAR
SR B

CUHK (SZ) and the Tsinghua-Berkeley Shenzhen
Institute jointly held the Workshop on Machine
Learning for Industrial Intelligence from 30 to 31 July,
gathering top scholars from across the world in Nanshan
Smart Park to have in-depth discussions on industrial
intelligence, intelligent manufacturing, intelligent
operation and control, industrial Internet of Things and
machine learning. The forum attracted business people
from well-known corporations like Huawei, Tencent
and Shanghai Securities, as well as the participation
of teachers and students from Tsinghua University,
CUHK, Stanford University, Zhejiang University and
Xiamen University.

HEEERFHE
Promoting Hong Kong’s Higher
Education

S5ATA A EREEEXHENONAFSAR S
BEERLRERHE 7T S5TEE - RERRE
FIREHIRR TN\ KA =B ERE RSB
BEXABMMBESERMEBBER AR 7T
REEBROBER S EME - tIN FHR M ERT—
S EER 2R ARE ] AEENEAE  BFKRE
meX FERRBERNERDZE -

Associate Vice-President Prof. Wong Suk-ying
represented eight UGC-funded universities in Hong
Kong to host a luncheon for some 300 international
education professionals from around the world during
the NAFSA 2018 Annual Conference & Expo held in
Philadelphia at the end of May. Professor Wong spoke
of the internationalization efforts devoted by Hong
Kong and its universities, and unique opportunities on
offer for collaboration in teaching and research. She
also chaired a session on best practices for integrating
international students on campus, and drew experience
from Canadian, Hong Kong and Japanese experts.
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F R tasiaf =11
Yau Shing-tung on His 30 Years
at Harvard

RATESGEEHER - R ORI BB REHIX
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Prof. Yau Shing-tung, Distinguished Professor-
at-Large of CUHK, gave a lecture at CUHK
(SZ) as its Distinguished Professor on 1 August
on his 30 years of teaching and research at
Harvard University and his new insight about
higher education. ‘In this era of change, we
should always adhere to the functions and
ideals of education, and be committed to
illuminating the beauty of human nature. This
principle should be regarded as the soul of
higher education.” The final remark won him a
standing ovation from the audience.

onE IR

Claiming Silver at the Asian Games

DEBRMEEBFEREMETEGHR
EERXEHB EREFEBRERSLT
4x100K B HKE HERE - RIEBEE4%200
KEBKENBERE - ER4xX100KRBAKE
NEBERGRE BEBIKE#1994FESD
BT 4x100KBARKENE  BRNEE
iR -

Postgraduate  psychology
Cheng, also a member of the Hong Kong

student Camille
Swimming Team, clinched a bronze medal in
the Women’s 4x100m Freestyle Relay with her
teammates on the first day of the Jakarta Asian
Games, and another in the 4x200m Freestyle
Relay. She went on to take silver in the 4x100m
Medley Relay, which is the best result achieved
by the Hong Kong Swimming Team for 24 years
since the 1994 Hiroshima Games.

EEEIR SRR
Revealing Technology
Development Strategies
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Vice-Chancellor Prof. Rocky S. Tuan met the
press on 27 August to share the University’s
development strategies. Professor Tuan
disclosed that the University had appointed
Prof. Chan Wai-yee as Pro-Vice-Chancellor
(Strategic Developments) and would foster
relationship with strategic partners based
in the Lok Ma Chau Loop, the Greater
Bay Area and the Belt and Road countries
to capitalize on the development of
innovation and technology initiatives and
research opportunities. He pointed out that
CUHK excels in the fields of biomedical
science and artificial intelligence, and
to drive technological progress, the
key is to translate innovative ideas into

marketable products.

B+ TER
Championship 17 Years in a Row
for the Rowing Team

AR 520 [ S B A 20182 B A
BEREE| BEMS SRREMANES.
EHBRBERE BEFHCFEALE
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The CUHK Rowing Team won two gold, three
silver and five bronze medals in the Jackie Chan
Challenge Cup Hong Kong Universities Rowing
Championships 2018. The team bagged the
Overall Championship again, making it the

winner of the title for 17 consecutive years.
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RiERET I B ORANE
Investment Returns of Staff Superannuation Scheme

7.2018 1.8.2017 — 31.7.2018
He . . 3 . .
Fund REEEZBIE  HIZEER  RAEEZEE  EBIEZOWR
Unaudited Benchmark Unaudited Benchmark
Return Return
#& Growth 1.46% 1.64% 12.30% 9.64%
*F#7 Balanced 0.64% 1.31% 7.83% 7.67%
25 Stable 017% 0.29% 2.00% 3.28%
A BMBE HK Equity = -0.30% -0.55% 11.52% 7.90%
\:% =

Ek ﬂfi_”nked -0.51% -0.45% 8.25% 8.57%
A0 E15
A5Ot;ﬁ:%racker ~1.29% ~0.61% -0.78% 116%
S — 7= =
f%%gf?eposit 0.15% 0.07% 1.20% 0.38%

TLIRT TR
i% ngg’keposit* 0.23% 011% 251% 116%
SRITIRTTIF K
AUD Bank 0.84% 0.71% —4.40% -5.73%
Deposit*
BTTARITIER
BRI, s 016% 024%  -087%  -059%
ARBRITIER
RMB Bank -2.90% -2.81% 1.79% 0.76%
Deposit*

BB HBIEFSH:

www.cuhk.edu.hk/fno/chi/public/payroll_benefits/mpf.html

For MPF Scheme performance, please refer to:
www.cuhk.edu.hk/fno/eng/public/payroll_benefits/mpf.html|

* BEREERORCEARBENZERE

Both actual and benchmark returns include foreign currency exchange difference for

the month

REx B I E

Change of Opening Hours of University Swimming Pool

REXEH8A3IE (EMR) EEXRFMRRENT

The daily opening hours of the University Swimming Pool are revised
with effect from 31 August (Friday) as follows:

ZEH-ZEHNKXEHH Every Monday to Thursday and Sunday

s

% —%0 1st Session

10:30 am — 2:00 pm

% — £ 2nd Session

3:00 pm —

7:30 pm

#EH T Every Friday

% —%0 1st Session

BRETRARER
Closed for weekly cleaning

Z5—%0 2nd Session | 3:00 pm —

7:30 pm

# 2 75 Every Saturday

BAET H = B17:@ A Closed until further notice

9A24R (BEH—) AHKET R AobiR BHIRRIN MR RE -

On 24 September (Monday), the day of Mid-Autumn Festival, the
University Swimming Pool will be closed at 5:00 pm as usual practice.
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SHFR
Keeping a Cool Head
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- The Many Faces of Diabetes
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If the world were a village of 100 people, five villagers would have had diabetes in 1980.
i Today, nine. Despite advances in medicine and improved access to health care, the
: percentage of population with diabetes has nearly doubled.

© Many diseases attack a particular part of the body, but diabetes can give rise to a wide
: range of complications. Organs with many blood vessels, e.g., eyes, limbs and kidneys, are
¢ vulnerable to the complications of diabetes. In addition to physical damage, diabetes may
: cause memory decline and depression. ‘Half of the patients on dialysis have diabetes,” said
* Prof. Ronald Ma, Head of Division of Endocrinology and Diabetes, Department of Medicine
: and Therapeutics, Faculty of Medicine.

¢ People are living longer throughout the world, and more people are affected by age-related
¢ diseases than ever before. Meanwhile, some diseases are becoming more common among
¢ young adults. Diabetes is a case in point. One out of every five diabetics in Hong Kong is
: diagnosed before turning 40. Lifestyle determines destiny. Office workers eat out a lot and
inevitably take in excessive sodium and sugar. Long working hours and lack of exercise also
: bring on a higher chance of developing diabetes.

¢ Professor Ma took one of his patients’ case as an example: ‘He was on the right side of 30
. when he was diagnosed with early-onset diabetes. When he felt better, he stopped returning
: for consultation or taking medicine. He was admitted to hospital two years later because of
* blurred vision, only to find that his kidney function was down to 20% and he will require
dialysis for the rest of his life.”

: Pregnant women are just as susceptible to diabetes. Due to hormonal changes, they are
¢ likely to develop insulin resistance resulting in higher glucose levels, a condition known as
¢ Gestational Diabetes Mellitus (GDM). More than one in six pregnant women would develop
: GDM. People used to believe that GDM affects only mothers-to-be. However, a study
published by the Faculty of Medicine in 2017 showed that children born to mothers with
' GDM would have a much higher risk of hyperglycaemia and overweight than other children
i of the same age.

: ‘Diabetes is a silent killer,” said Professor Ma with a chopping gesture, for diabetics have to
¢ live with the disease for the rest of their lives. In Shakespeare’s play Measure for Measure,
¢ when Claudio is asked why he is under restraint, he replies, ‘From too much liberty, my
© Lucio, liberty: as surfeit is the father of much fast, so every scope by the immoderate use
© turns to restraint.” Claudio’s words also speak to diabetes: temperance keeps diabetes away.

M. Mak
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Year 4 Student of Chinese Language and Literature Recipient of the HSBC Scholarship 2017/18
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Recipient of the Sin Wai Kin CUHK Golden Jubilee
Scholarship in Arts, History and Philosophy for two
consecutive years

On the Dean’s List and Head'’s List (Merit),
New Asia College, for three consecutive years

Jonathan Lee was a top performer who achieved 32 marks in five subjects in the Diploma of Secondary
Education (DSE) exam in 2015. He could have enrolled in any prestigious programme, but he chose to major
in Chinese Language and Literature, which was hyped by the media. In recent years, top scorers of public
exams have never failed to make headlines. Jonathan shared his view on this phenomenon.

A top scorer choosing to major in Chinese makes newspaper headlines—what’s your view on this?
There is also too much spotlight on top scorers entering medical schools. On one hand, our society would praise students
majoring in literature for their courage to fulfil their dreams. On the other, the public would admire those who get into
prestigious programmes, such as medicine, because those programmes promise a lucrative career. There is no conflict
between the two. Why can’t students develop their potential and fulfil their dreams while striving for a happy life?

The problem is most Hong Kong people accept the idea that the workplace is not where we should develop our interests and
potential. If you want to earn a living, you have to give up your dreams. | fear that these stereotypes are deeply ingrained
in our thoughts. The media not only pick on the motivation and family backgrounds of students who major in a ‘loser’s
programme’, they also go as far as questioning their choices and the possibility that they can live a rewarding life. People also
criticize students who major in the ‘winner’s programme’ for being too pragmatic, but in their heart of hearts, they know they
are envious of them.

How So?

The media’s fascination with top scorers’ programme choices reflects the delicate difference between envy and jealousy. |
do not think this is the way it should be. A student’s choice of his or her own degree programme shouldn’t be a subject of
widespread reporting. Students shouldn’t be made to go through all the grilling, too.

You once aspired to teach in a private tutorial school. Were you attracted by the lucrative incomes of
celebrity tutors?

The DSE Chinese exam is dubbed ‘the paper of death’. It's heartbreaking for me to see my classmates showing little interest
in their own language. | wished | could fix the negative impression of learning Chinese among teenagers. While the work of a
regular school teacher of Chinese is made difficult by various limitations, tutors at tutorial schools could design their courses
more flexibly to better motivate their students. The huge monetary reward was not my major consideration.

Does studying the Chinese language at CUHK quench your thirst for knowledge?

Before entering the university, | was worried that Chinese would be taught in the same way as in secondary school which
overemphasizes practical skills. Surprisingly, the curriculum affords me a close examination of the characteristics of the
Chinese language, modern linguistics, and classical and modern literature. The solid training provided by the Department
enables us to gain wider exposure and develop a stronger foundation to analyse the Chinese language. My training at CUHK
has assured me that the world is larger than we thought. It also opens up new avenues in Chinese language studies.

Who is the most impressive teacher you have met at CUHK?

| have met many good teachers at the Department of Chinese Language and Literature, among whom | must express my
hearty thanks to Prof. Feng Shengli, the advisor of my graduation thesis. His achievements in prosodic syntax and stylistic-
register grammar inspired my research in sentence-final particles in Cantonese. He is very willing to give his students a hand
and share his research expertise and life experience generously.

Does your exchange experience in world-leading universities affect your
planbeyond graduation?

| went to Yale, Cambridge and Université Catholique de Lyon for student exchange. | enjoyed
the New Asia College-Yale University Student Exchange Program (YUNA) most. It provided "
me an opportunity to make friends with people who are well versed in a broad spectrum of ‘
knowledge. This experience significantly broadened my horizons and reinforced my interest
in language learning. After returning to Hong Kong, | decided to minor in French and
Philosophy. | plan to apply for postgraduate studies in the US or Europe to continue my
exploration in linguistics.

As a Chinese language enthusiast, have you ever felt like being the ‘odd
man out’ among your peers?

We are all different. Everyone has his/her own unique gifts and abilities. We can all
learn from one another.

Which language do you prefer to use for sending text messages,
Cantonese or written Chinese?

| believe | am similar to most Hong Kong people who habitually code-mix written
and spoken Chinese, English and Cantonese Romanization. Code-mixing is a crucial
characteristic feature of Cantonese in Hong Kong. While | would use written Chinese
in formal occasions, | swap between Cantonese and written Chinese in sending
text messages.

Christine H.
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