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Programme Number of Intake ~ Competition
Applicants Quota Ratio
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P.E., Exercise Science 559 20 27.95

and Health

XL EE

Cultural Management =e ) A

BHAE

Liberal Studies 235 10 2350

AAHR 456 24 19.00

Japanese Studies

iy

Fine Arts 325 20 16.25

A U\Band AFTE - 20184 [HE1R | BB B F oAU REH KRI2
The five most competitive CUHK programmes in terms of
Band A applicants after JUPAS programme choice modifications
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ccording to some statistics on programme

choice modifications released after this year’s

Hong Kong Diploma of Secondary Education
Examination (HKDSE) results had been announced,
Cultural Management made it to the five most
competitive CUHK programmes (see table) for the
first time and ranked second. Are there so many arts
and culture aficionados among the millennial HKDSE
candidates? What is cultural management all about,

and why is it being so much sought after?

Culture as Public Property

Prof. Sidney C.H. Cheung, director of CUHK’s Bachelor
of Arts (BA) Programme in Cultural Management, said the
study of cultural management is not confined to one realm of
knowledge but is underpinned by the notion of ‘publicness’.
‘As human society evolved from a monarchical society with
clear class distinctions to an open civil society, space and
institutions such as finance have been opening up for public
participation and management. Viewed this way, cultural
management’s mission is to emancipate art from being a

mere coterie interest and promote it to the public.’

Established in 2012, the University’s BA Programme in
Cultural Management is an interdisciplinary discipline
that encompasses commerce, fine arts, music, history and
anthropology among other subjects. Professor Cheung
explained, ‘Students are to take two introductory courses
in management and marketing at the Faculty of Business
Administration, then the remainder is devoted to the core
subjects in cultural management. The curriculum comprises

the management of museums and cultural heritage, art

history and appreciation, and the management
and promotion of arts and cultural events.

Each area is taught by well-qualified teachers.’

Keeping Pace with Society

That the curriculum was born out of Hong
Kong’s need to develop culture means that
its content ties closely into society. Culture
is not just knowledge in textbooks; rather it
consists in the throbbing processes in society
which require students to walk out of the
classroom, roll up their sleeves and engage in
them up close and personal. Professor Cheung
added that the programme would furnish
students with ample internship and cultural
exchange opportunities. In the past, Cultural

A SHETRIZ (70) B [HKwallsEsBE T 65 | B8
Amy Tong (left) undertakes an internship with HKwalls Festival

Management majors had gone to the Central
Conservatory of Music in Beijing and Gwangju
for cultural exchanges, where they got to observe the artists’
nurturing and tour around the performing arts venues to
understand how art and society can relate organically to
each other.

Cultural Agency

Amy Tong, a Year 3 student in Cultural Management, was
in the arts stream in high school. She was introduced to the
programme on the University’s Orientation Day. Its novel
combination of culture and management made her, then
a Form 4 student, determined to get into the programme.
‘The first impression | had was that this programme has a
good mix of arts and business elements. Straddling the two

fields made it look “safer” on the career path.’

2B
Core Subject Areas
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Management of Museums an

,‘ Cultural Heritage
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Visitto a hanok, a traditional Korean home

FHSNBRME
2 Art History and Appreciation
5] [pe =2 EE
SN BERRS .
= z\fsit to an art exhibition during th
cultural exchange tour

e Gwangju

BB EENED

Management and Promotion of Arts
and Cultural Events

, pEEICRE

Z 2=

vation programme at

— PREHEMTEE
Internship in & conser
Pokfulam Village

After two years of study, Amy has gained a deeper
understanding of the subject. She described cultural
management as an enterprise that bridges the artist and the
audience, and a labour of love that makes people’s dream
come true. Cultural managers are frequently hailed as a
‘bridge’ or ‘mediator’, as they bring arts and culture to bear
on all walks of life.

Same as Professor Cheung, Amy emphasized that it is
a must for Cultural Management students to be in the
world. While the programme can equip one with all sorts
of cultural theories, one has to go into society to observe,
practise and verify what one has learnt. ‘It is interesting to
observe the workings of different cultural organizations.
We can also compare them to what is laid down in the
books.” During her two years at CUHK, Amy earnestly
participated in and organized various arts and cultural
activities on and off campus, including I-CARE Hong Kong
Cultural Tours Project, Lumieres Hong Kong Festival and
HKwalls Festival, to name just a few.

She recalled a tour guiding experience at Art Next Expo,
which opened her eyes to the difficulties a cultural manager
may come across. ‘It was an art expo where the artist was
present. As a tour guide, | had to talk with him and learn
of his views ahead. However, the artist insisted that he did
not want me to elaborate much, but rather let the audience
experience the work for itself.” During the tour, she had to
perform a fine balancing act between the artist’s reticence
and the audience’s hunger for information, and therein lies
the fun and challenges a cultural manager would encounter

as a cultural mediator.

Cultural Management as Vocation

In Hong Kong, pursuing a career in arts and culture is
deemed by many to be noble but doomed. Amy admitted
her family had suggested her to choose other programmes
with more lucrative prospects. Yet she insists that interest
should always come first, and that with interest, happiness
would never be a question. The immense satisfaction Amy
wore on her face proves it is a right decision: ‘Towards
the end of an exhibition at Tai Kwun, my explanation for
an artwork could easily last for as long as five minutes,
at which the audience was all amazed. But my thorough
knowledge was indeed founded on my conversations with
colleagues and artists, as well as audience’s responses. The
precious interactions between man and art and between

curator and audience are what goes beyond money.’ [

Reported by Amy L.,
with interviews conducted by Christine H.
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The logo rendered in a 3-D
format using a 3-D printer
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October was a big day for CUHK, which
turned 55 on that day. Celebrations for the

University’s 55th anniversary are going to
take place throughout the year till next October. |
the coming 12 months, the logo specially designed for
the anniversary will show its face in various University
events and publications and play a part in the lives of
CUHK members.

The anniversary logo was designed by local architect
and designer Karr Yip, a CUHK alumnus who read
Fine Arts and subsequently Architectural Studies. He
is now the chairman of the Hong Kong Designers

Association.

The ‘Through
temperance to virtue’, provides an entry point for the

University’s  motto, learning and
design of the logo. ‘In the past 55 years, CUHK has
sowed the seeds of learning and temperance, whose
wonderful fruits are borne in each and every one of
its students. With the logo, | hope to prompt students
and alumni to contemplate on the essence of CUHK
education, and to persist in the quest for the good in the

fast-changing digital era.’

Made up of the Chinese motto and anniversary
numerals, the complex-looking logo belies its simple
design logic: the first double-layered ‘5’ is generated
through repeating the two Chinese characters
(#) that stand for ‘learning’. The vertically-oriented
characters repeat themselves first from right to left, then
downwards and in a semi-circular manner. The second
‘5’ denoting the other term ‘temperance’ in Chinese

(#97%) is produced in the same manner.

As the four constitutive Chinese characters vary in their
number of strokes and morphology, the ‘5’s formed
with their repetitions boast an intriguing kaleidoscopic
texture. One may say they are like laces, serrations or
even iron tracks. Yielding a strong visual effect, this
design cunningly mobilizes and makes manifest the
aesthetics of Chinese script.

Such an ingenious conception boils down to Karr’s
background in architecture. ‘However grand it may be, a
building is ultimately made up of piecemeal materials. It

is the task of an architect to think about how to mix and

match a large amount of small objects, and compose
them into the shape he wants.’

Building a logo in an architectural way also gifts the
whole design with a touch of modernity. ‘The message
I want to bring out is although CUHK is rooted firmly in
its tradition, it is by no means conservative. Rather, it
distils the cherished wisdom of Chinese culture into the
modern, technologically advanced world.’

For a two-dimensional logo image, one can
only enlarge or minimize it. What's so special
about this anniversary logo is that it is created
by an architectural software that enables the

easy production of a concrete three-dimensional
(3-D) model.
format using a 3-D printer, which should aptly serve

The logo can be rendered in a 3-D
as an anniversary memento or prize. It can even be
reproduced as a large-scale sculpture for aesthetic
appreciation or photo taking.

When the logo is used on 2-D publications, Karr
reminds us to attend to its colour combinations. Gold
and silver are the logo’s preferred colours, and hot
stamping foils in the said colours would give accent to
its nuanced textures. A gold logo is perfect for a white
background, while its silver peer would serve a black

background well.

Vice-President (Administration) and Chairman of the
55th Anniversary Celebration Organizing Committee,
Mr. Eric Ng said, ‘To showcase the achievements of
CUHK and its contributions to society in the past 55 years,
a wide spectrum of activities has been planned. All units
are welcome to use the logo in their correspondences
to help publicize the anniversary and to encourage all
CUHK members to join in the celebrations.’ &

Christine N.
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Grand Finale to a Great Journey
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Professor Sir Charles Kao, the third Vice-Chancellor
of CUHK (1987-1996), passed away on 23 September
at the age of 84. His wake and funeral were held at the
Hong Kong Funeral Home on 7 October and 8 October,
respectively.

Thousands of people gathered at the Hong Kong Funeral
Home on 7 October to pay their last respects to the
‘Father of Fibre Optics’,
development and application of fibre optics in the area of

whose pioneering work in the

communications had won him a Nobel Prize in Physics.

Lady Gwen Kao delivered her message of thanks: ‘I am
very grateful and appreciative for the care and concern
shown to the family during this sad time.” She will carry out
the last wishes of Professor Kao by raising the awareness
of Alzheimer’s disease in the society and by supporting
the patients and their families through the Charles K. Kao

Foundation for Alzheimer’s Disease.

The funeral on 8 October was attended by over 450
government officials, leaders of the education and other

3% o b pm B

=
2
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among them was Mrs. Carrie Lam, Chief Executive of

HKSAR, who was also one of the pall bearers alongside
Prof. Rocky S. Tuan, Vice-Chancellor and President of
CUHK, and others.

Professor Tuan described Professor Kao in his eulogy as ‘a
meticulous and insightful scientist whose accomplishments
have inspired technological innovations throughout the
world’” and also ‘a far-sighted and broad-minded thinker
who left an indelible mark on higher education’.

Referring to the application of fibre optics in endoscopy,
Prof. Joesph Sung,
governor of Charles K. Kao Foundation for Alzheimer’s

former Vice-Chancellor and a
Disease, described Professor Kao’s invention as a lasting
contribution to humankind. Dr. Tony King, Professor Kao’s
third cousin, and Prof. Chen Lian-kuan of the Department
of Information Engineering both fondly recalled Professor
Kao’s brisk whistle in their speeches. The CUHK Chorus
then presented the late professor’s favourite song, The

Moon Represents My Heart, as an endearing ending note

sectors, colleagues, students, relatives and friends, to the funeral.
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State Key Laboratory Status Afflrmed

tmia A\ L Be2 g ht R
Global Al Academic Alliance Established
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Vice-Chancellor Prof. Rocky S. Tuan recently attended the 2018 World Artificial Intelligence Conference
in Shanghai. At the conference, CUHK joined hands with 15 universities around the world, including
MIT, the University of Sydney, Tsinghua University as well as SenseTime, the world's leading Al company,
to establish the Global Al Academic Alliance. The alliance was founded to boost cross-disciplinary
exchanges and promote international collaboration on Al technology, constructing mechanisms
and platforms to provide opportunities for Al study, talent training and research developments. The
conference was co-organized by a number of institutions such as the National Development and
Reform Commission, the Ministry of Science and Technology, the Ministry of Industry and Information
Technology and the Chinese Academy of Sciences. It brought together the world's most influential Al
scientists, academicians, entrepreneurs and government officials and initiated high-level dialogues on
leading Al technologies and prospects of the Al industry.

WA BEREY
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Five Partner State Key Laboratories of CUHK, with specialties on

(B

translational oncology, agrobiotechnology, bioactivities and clinical
applications of medicinal plants, synthetic chemistry, and digestive
disease, were retitled State Key Laboratories on 20 September to offer
them more flexibility to collaborate with different mainland research and
development institutions. Vice-Chancellor Prof. Rocky S. Tuan was glad
to see CUHK receiving such support and recognition from the Ministry of
Science and Technology. CUHK will continue to collaborate closely with
mainland research institutes and contribute to the national advancement

of education, scientific research and knowledge transfer.
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CUHK Hosts Stanford University’s Bing Overseas Studies
Program in Hong Kong

KB FHEAREBINg/BINE R BN 2019F IKERE
EWBEBRE KALTEEAARBRIMNE_REE
BT o £ FHE AR E R BEIHH KHarryElam##% (7o)

FFF R EEEEREBREEZNES -GHO-TH
S EABELEIEEN2019F98 A - M9 a] LAER
BFEEPBEEENRE 8FEPEUE FEEHRES

SEFHEREHHEBEIRAAKR IR EULERE -

CUHK will host the Stanford University’s Bing Overseas
Studies Program (BOSP) in Hong Kong from fall 2019,
becoming the second partner of the programme in Asia

Signing Ceremony ./

Bing Overseas Studies Program
in Hong Kong

The Chinese University of Hong Kong
4 October 2018

following Kyoto, Japan. Prof. Harry Elam (left), Senior Vice
Provost for Education of Stanford University, visited CUHK and joined Vice-Chancellor Prof. Rocky S.
Tuan in an Agreement Signing Ceremony. The programme is expected to receive its first cohort of around
20 Stanford students in September 2019. The Stanford students will be able to enroll in courses related to
mainland China such as Chinese Culture, Business Environment in China, etc. Visiting Stanford academics
will also teach courses such as Organizational Culture in CUHK.

EMHRmRERRARIEYES
New Insight into Improving Crop Quality
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A team of researchers led by Prof. Jiang Liwen
(centre), Choh-Ming Li Professor of Life Sciences,
has recently made a major breakthrough in their
research on plant cell mechanism. The research
team identified a plant-specific protein, FREE1, in
a previous study and its functions of regulating
vacuolar protein transport, vacuole biogenesis and
vacuole-autophagosome-mediated  degradation.

The team recently identified a plant-specific A -

protein BRAF (BRol-domain protein as FREE1 l% 4

suppressor) which regulates FREET and in turn regulates multivesicular body biogenesis and the vacuole
degradation of the endocytosed plasma membrane proteins. The findings have provided new insight into
improving crop quality and have been published in Nature Communications.

MIER##HDE
Dialogue with Women CEOs
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The inaugural Dialogue with Women CEOs 2018-19 was hosted at Citi
Tower featuring three panelists — Ms. Angel Ng (2nd right), CEO, Citi
Hong Kong & Macau; Ms. Diana Cesar (2nd left), Chief Executive, Hong
Kong, HSBC; and Ms. Mary Huen (right), CEO, Standard Chartered Hong
Kong. The panel was moderated by Prof. Andy Wong (left), Associate
Dean (Undergraduate Studies) and Associate Professor of Practice in
Marketing of CUHK Business School, and discussed competition and
negotiation, exercise and habits, gender and role differences. Over 100
secondary school principals, teachers-in-charge and students attended
the event. CUHK Business School students took part in coordination
and communication of the event.

BERSRREE REEEREERER
Multidisciplinary Team Nominated for Excellent Cancer Care
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A cancer team from the Department of Clinical Oncology has recently received the Cancer Care Team

Award from the International Association for the Study of Lung Cancer (IASLC) Foundation, recognizing its
multidisciplinary team for providing outstanding care for lung cancer patients. Nominations for the Award
were made by patients from all over the world. The team led by Dr. Herbert Ho-fung Loong (centre),
Assistant Professor (Clinical) of the department, excelled in the ‘Asia & Rest of World’ category. His team
consists of 13 members including oncologists, nurses, research assistants and pharmacists.

HRRDFENEFE+RFMES
Harvesting the Fruits of a Decade

RENKITEF BEREGHBERMARNE S FAEMERER
OA22RE AR B E R TEEN A E - I AREE LT DR
BHERRRFIREBERHBEREARTAREREEEE TSI
BISZARIE N EER M S BINRBREM R TIENEEEHEEE
EDFEME  EYREME £ EERFTEENEREHFNBA o
The Cell and Molecular Biology Programme at the School of Life
Sciences of the Faculty of Science celebrated its 10th anniversary with a
daylong symposium in the Yasumoto International Academic Park. The
symposium featured keynote lectures by Prof. Liu Bo of the University
of California, Davis and Prof. Ge Wei of the University of Macau on
their major discoveries. Six alumni of the programme who are now
pursuing a research career locally or overseas also gave talks on the
recent advances in their research in molecular biology, biotechnology,
biomedical sciences and computational biology.

X GRYl) BEAEREIR®IE
The First Stanford—CUHKSZ Technology
Innovation Forum
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CUHK (SZ) and Stanford University co-organized the first Annual
Stanford-CUHKSZ Technology Innovation Forum themed Innovative
Craftsmanship Culture from 10 to 18 September. World-class
academicians hosted lecture series and academic seminars in the forum.
The inauguration ceremony of Maker Lab, a key innovation project
between the two universities, was held. 'The innovative craftsmanship
culture is not only about design or creation, but also creating meaningful
things and positive impacts on society,’ said Prof. Cui Shuguang,
Executive Dean of the School of Science and Engineering of CUHK (SZ).
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SRR KEEE
In memory of Professor Sir Charles Kao
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CUHK is now launching a special exhibition and website in memory of Professor Sir
Charles K. Kao. The exhibition will show items belonging to Professor Kao including medals,
certificates, handwritten lecture notes and photos, etc. A place for condolence is also set up
for the public to sign in, record their messages of condolence and pay their last respects to
Professor Kao.

HHA Date BNHZ2018410H24H From now until 24 October 2018

R i

Opening hours

EHl—% f Mondays to Fridays
£ HA7X Saturdays
£ HiH Sundays

9:00 am - 8:00 pm
9:00 am - 6:00 pm
1:00 pm - 6:00 pm

125 Venue KEREEE University Gallery

ISR | i R EEA B3 mIE
House of Codes: A Forum on Development of Websites and Digital
Contents

RITERAZ PN EEE BN Bl B E MBI RISE 1§ & a8 - R5T Auh & 8%
WA  REZMEZFINRIFA RN EEIHETIHNEE RSO ZEERBLELBBEAR
VEEOE - WMBIREMG  ERIEG BREIL BB AR RGEHETT

To strengthen the digital information exchanges among CUHK units, a forum focusing on
the development of websites and digital contents will be co-presented by the Information
Services Office (ISO) and the Information Technology Services Centre (ITSC). Colleagues
from the two offices, as well as a guest speaker from a digital agency, will share their valuable
experience in managing websites and digital contents. Registration is open now on a
first-come, first-served basis. The forum will be conducted in Cantonese.

HE§ Date 6.12.2018 (£ HAPY Thursday)

B Time 8:45 am — 12:45 pm

# £ Audience RARES BREEGLEEE N EERE o

CUHK staff, especially those who manage websites
and digital contents

125 Venue ZJFAZ55EEARE LT5, Lee Shau Kee Building

R4 Registration http://bit.ly/cuhkwebforum2018

NRES  SEMN BRIEBEBENE
‘Happy Birds, Forest Green’ Visual Arts Exhibition

R B REEREERR (1980/2E M T) URSMAA
AR REN 2 BAER  EREE RN ERBMAIE
TARBMEMATRREERBHF 2GR - N2001F
RERBREAAERE - BARBRARAR [RES2L
BREAKNE | WG EI SN

The exhibition features Mrs. Carol Tsang’s photos of birds
and the natural scenery. Instead of giving a documentary
record, the artist creates her own visual language
combining photography and post-processing to express
the impression and inspiration that nature brings to her.
Mrs. Carol Tsang (1980/Social Work) has obtained a
Master’s degree in Fine Art at RMIT Australia and is the
Associate of the Royal Photographic Society of Great
Britain. The exhibits are donated for the fundraising
campaign of ‘Chung Chi Student Development Complex’.

HEA Date 15.10.2018 - 9.11.2018

£ H—2Z A Mondays to Fridays 9:00 am - 5:00 pm
£ HJ7< Saturdays 9:00 am — 1:00 pm
EHARARMBEARE Sundays and public holidays closed

SEBRITRIEAERER
Lobby Gallery, Chung Chi College Administration Building

PP

Opening hours

2 Venue

BRFAEEE 2018—AEARR  —EMEFLIHNNEEERE
University Lecture on Civility 2018 —Assembling the Future:
A Social Innovator’s Intriguing Project

BEAEEHUET [RARERRTE ] 85
AN FEHITAEELDr. Marcin Jakubowskif 1T
JEE o b F2003F A HE [ FIRAERERT &
AR BRI T 5 S\ B T A s i o R 4%
BB ArEARZRGIE BERENE
BHEEREACHEENSEM EEA0AE
¥ BHREBER- M RER ZNAIHEEIZ
FE BB RARSEREH EE4E
BERLR -

Dr. Marcin Jakubowski,
executive Director of Open Source Ecology,
is invited to be the keynote speaker of the
University Lecture on Civility. He established
Open Source Ecology in 2003, an open
platform that allows the public to have free
access to blueprints of different industrial
machines which are easily fabricated at low
costs. He will share with the audience his
personal experience of driving Open Source
Ecology to tackle the paucity of resources
and to take control over our own lives.

founder and

HEA Date 24.10.2018 (£ 8= Wednesday) E E
F5fE Time 6:30 — 8:30 pm a
2 Venue 2K FELIZ657 R RE LT6, Lee Shau Kee Building E 13

MEEREIEHERERABE

United College Distinguished Visiting Scholar Lectures
EER2018E2019FF [FIFHRLHEA ] BRFFE TRBREAREFLEREEREER.
BRERNBER TREBEHIX RIE-BE N1 AVEBMRS

Prof. Paul Pharoah, Professor of Cancer Epidemiology, Department of Public Health
and Primary Care and Department of Oncology, University of Cambridge, will visit

United College from 4 to 11 November as the College’s Distinguished Visiting Scholar in
2018-19. During his visit, Professor Pharoah will deliver two public lectures.

=] REEEESHE —LRERRT? FEAEE AR — TR AFRERFR?
Topics Understanding why cancer tends to Are we ready for genetic testing in

run in families? population?

HEA Date / 6.11.2018 (£ H#i= Tuesday) 8.11.2018 (£ HIr Thursday)
S Time 4.30 pm 4.30 pm
125 Venue BB i it B A

Lau Chor Tak Lecture Theatre, Yasumoto International Academic Park

3943 7598 (MKfEJRSTE Mr. George Lam)
3943 7455 (#5285 \E Ms. Amy Yeung)

&5 Enquiry

BEEi

Registration

https://cloud.itsc.cuhk.edu.hk/webform/view.php?id=340232

BrICHEZIR 55 [ EEREE S

Cantonese Opera Master’s Public Lecture
PAPBEZTERATOBESERSHAMBE B8 [BtZ2]  HEERG  [PEE
FRE | BEGRIZABMKIEH IR 8 AR REMEARERRNE S BREEER NI
[ » LA Rt 3 B B RO (5

The Centre for Chinese Music Studies and the Department of Music co-organize a public
lecture by Prof. Yuen Siu-fai, the Cantonese opera master who teaches the General Education

course ‘'The Appreciation of Chinese Opera’. He will talk on his experience in teaching in
the University, the promotion of Cantonese opera, and his vision for this traditional arts.

HHA Date 12.11.2018 (21— Monday)
BFFE Time 2:00 - 3:30 pm
12 Venue A" EB6Z Room B6, Ho Tim Building

m #525 119.10.2018



| CUHKNEWSLETTER | ik #BEH /

>

F = B ¥ / TecH TALKs

RIZTER A

The Scientist as Executive

R enFo I R R - RO AA B BMSMTA AL B ARITTH
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RERETHREMARNSNR LS OMNERER AR EHATAMNRELRER |
P NREEREERBIGR - 0 E 2 FItRMERGBERFERA LB FE -

el
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EBHRBER SHREELEGAZTATINEEMSEESHRERNTE - K&
A Choice Fulfilled (1991) —FISEE EHEMERE: [RIBMNEARE HAFFERENERE !

MER LERAEATENER- ]

businessmen and executives.

specifically created for him by ITT.

limits set by such obstacles could be done.’

A scientist in an executive position should act like a business strategist doing cost-benefit
analyses and feasibility estimates. As a prudent manager, personnel matters too should be

available resources.

From the vantage point of a top executive, Professor Kao was able to see before everyone

affordable prices.

S

. An Itinerant’s Homecoming

PR =N

@bi'-'

4 i/ &,

2 4 T & /| ARTSPRIN

Source: Trailer, International Film Festival Rotterdam 2018
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tnyvYRX4qjc

D BUEBABEBOZME FLRIKRFRREOTOIN - SEN UMEAEANTLE
D BR(EARE) REFABERELSHER BRE LS SUSHBRELEH LK - BEF
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BB 5 BRI - E AR AR AIZHE RRESYE B8 AR RN 1982519855 |
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¢ All itinerants look for their sine quibus non, so does the northwestern folksinger Zhang

Scientific discoveries are often given a spin in the form of the ‘eureka” moment. Well, nothing Gasong. The music documentary Stammering Ballad featuring him was premiered in the

can be farthest from the truth. Not only are scientific advances not made in leaps and International Film Festival Rotterdam early this year, followed by other film festivals in

bounds, but they come about with a little help from other dramatis personae such as, alas, : Shanghai and Busan. When I heard of the on-campus screening in mid-September, I swiftly
: grasped the chance.

The groundbreaking work in optical fibres of the late Professor Sir Charles Kao is by now : Gé:)ni s}utters a b]ti bLth.he .hasGa goodlA\‘/E)lcehand smgsdflu.ent(;y. In d;l}:}lh?od, he.perf?rmEd
household. But few have paid attention to the three-year period of 1982-1985 when he was ; with adults at temple fairs in Gansu. After he was admitted to a Zhejiang university, he

appointed Executive Scientist of International Telephone & Telegraph Co. (ITT), a new post discovered he could not stand the city life. Folk song singing became a way for self-discovery.

: He ended up an itinerant folksinger after quitting the university: bringing an audio recorder

¢ to learn northwestern musical instruments such as sanxian and tambura, incorporating folksy

In his memoir A Time and A Tide, Professor Kao recalls how he viewed his new task: ‘The : glements into his musical pieces, and performing folk songs in different Chinese cities.
major challenge was to paint a rational picture of the future forces that would propel science : . . . o .

. . . Stammering Ballad is not merely about Gasong’s folk song journey, but also the disorientation
and technology forward. | had to first understand the obstacles that were deterring the : o .
) . . . of the post-80s. In the documentary, he looks disoriented in nightclub performances. Only
progress of science and technology, and to estimate whether the progressive removal of the : . . . .
: when he smells the soil on the Loess Plateau and sings duet with an old woman on the hill can

he resume his hearty smile. Prof. Zang Yibing, with a PhD in ethnomusicology from CUHK,
: points out that the key of folk song lies in the relation between songs and folk culture. In other

: words, folk songs connect Gasong to his childhood where he finds comfort and solace.

top of his do-list. One of the first things Professor Kao did as executive scientist at I[TT was : . . L . . .
P ) . 8 ) ] : The screening was co-organized by CUHK’s Universities Service Centre of China Studies and
to recruit two brilliant young men to form a team of three and directed their effort towards : . .
) . ¢ the Research Centre for Contemporary Chinese Culture as part of their monthly documentary
answering some fundamental questions. Another was to set up a team of experts from : . . .. .
) . o . . . . screening series, Reminiscence. To help the audience understand the development of

10 universities and institutes in related areas so as to tap their expertise and leverage on : . . . .
: contemporary China, the organizers have been offering monthly Chinese documentary

¢ screenings to the CUHK community and the public since January 2016. Dialogue with the

¢ director is usually arranged after the screening.

else the impact of technology on the market and the world. He concludes, at the beginning © This time, both the director Zhang Nan and the producer Zhang Yong attended the screening.

of his 1991 book A Choice Fulfilled: ‘Perhaps the most significant factor that technology has Zhang Nan revealed his similarities with Gasong in terms of birthplace and age. He was

brought to us is the means for products to be tailored to meet and satisfy individual needs at : . s . e . . S
¢ empathetic to Gasong’s itinerant life and said, ‘Disorientation and loneliness are inevitable,

but they will enrich our inner selves.’
TC.

J. Lau
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Dr. Derrick Au

PAREMRIEBESR OEE
Director of the CUHK Centre for Bioethics

BELEVNEEBRRGITE=TZE BIATEEREERETE
MEL E2017E3AMAR KR EREEFR L BBESARETE
RIEERE  RRMEER  UHE S AEE R -

Dr. Au has served in the public healthcare system for over
three decades. He worked as director of Quality and Safety
before his retirement from the Hospital Authority. After joining
the CUHK Centre for Bioethics in March 2017, he has been
helping the general public understand bioethical issues,
developing research projects and engaging in dialogue with
organizations worldwide.
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How does ethics relate to medicine?

Very closely. Some issues are right around the corner. Taking care of dementia patients with swallowing
difficulty, for instance, could leave you in a dilemma. No matter how slow the feeding is, there will always be
the risk of choking. Tube feeding seems to be safer, but it’s at the cost of restraining the elderly’s movement. Is

it the quality of life they expect?

What are the foci of the Centre?

With an increasingly ageing population, care of the elderly and end-of-life patients is one of the foci. It
also takes note of the burgeoning biotechnology. Genome editing helps remove defective genes. Stem cell
research catalyzes innovative therapies. But there may be moral implications. We hope to assist the public to

explore the issues from various perspectives.

Bioethics addresses a range of controversial topics. Are bioethics students less or more perplexed
after discussions?

Bioethics is very much about logical reasoning. Instead of leaving the final say to the professionals, different
stakeholders should communicate to reach a consensus. | teach bioethics in the master's programme in Health
Services Management. Many students are healthcare workers like doctors, nurses and physiotherapists.

They’re quite mature. | trust they won’t get more perplexed as they explore the issues.

What kind of topics engage your students?

Mainly ethical issues such as end-of-life care and children’s rights. I'll remind my students of issues easily
neglected and the reasoning behind different perspectives. Take Tang Kwai-sze’s case as an example. Tang’s
daughter, who was below the minimum legal age of organ donation, intended to donate part of her liver to
save her mother. The public view wavered towards lowering the bar of legal age. But it may be contradictory

to the legislative intent of protecting children from being forced to donate organs.

What are end-of-life patients’ best interests, when their will of rejecting life-sustaining treatments
is contested by their families?

Resuscitation process can be very painful. Doctors need to judge whether the process benefits their patients
and take their will into account. It'd be helpful if the patients, their families and the healthcare team can

communicate on advance care planning beforehand.

How can the healthcare system in Hong Kong be sustainable?
Many think that the government’s long-term allocation of medical resources can address the need. Actually the
key lies in healthcare standard and the code of conduct of healthcare professionals. Unnecessary screenings

and overdiagnoses not only make the patients suffer, but also waste resources.

A piece of calligraphy Shenchi (literally ‘cautious of the beginning’) is mounted in your office. What
does it mean to you?
Centred and calm brushwork is significant in Chinese calligraphy. I like Prof. Wan Qingli’s carefree spirit in his
natural brushstrokes. I think what one should be cautious about is not only the beginning of time but also the
beginning of one’s inner self. It’s just my own interpretation, which may not be a revelation.

J. Lau
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