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Zimbabwe’s Power Duo

Two African students take centre stage in Hong Kong and beyond
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Teaching African cultures at schools

o most people in Hong Kong, the distant African

continent is either a mystery or an unknown. At

present, there are about 3,000 Africans living in Hong
Kong, with CUHK hosting 10 African students. What draws
them here, and how do they think and feel? The stories of
two students from Zimbabwe may give us a hint. A Year 4
anthropology student, Innocent Mutanga champions the cause
of social justice through awakening the public to the conditions
and needs of the marginalized and the vulnerable in society.
Myrmidon Kangara, a Year 2 law student, is a champion of the
spoken words who wins arguments and hearts. The minority of
minority, they do not take the backstage but show Hong Kong

and beyond how distinguished they are in words and deeds.

The World is Innocent
Mutanga’s Oyster

To learn about a person, one starts with the name. The very
innocence denoted by Innocent’s name belies a complex and
harrowing time in Zimbabwe’s history. The African country
was a British colony before its independence in the sixties.
To help missionary teachers pronounce the name, Innocent’s
grandfather decided to give the child an English name. It’s as if
he’s singled out for the clashes of cultures and the struggles for

surviving changing times and places. Always at the top of his
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class, Innocent was awarded a government scholarship upon
finishing high school to go to the US to study actuarial science,
physics and philosophy. In the summer of 2013, he flew
back to his home country on the eve of the general election
in support of ending the then current regime’s iron-fist rule.
His political involvement led to him being kidnapped and his
friends getting killed. He managed a narrow escape but found
he had nowhere to go to. It’s only at the bustling airport that he
found out Hong Kong did not require a visa and so he decided
to take a chance.

A hard landing awaited him in Hong Kong. He once took up
abode in Tsim Sha Tsui’s Chungking Mansions (a mansion only
in name), and there were times when he strolled the night
streets to ward off sleep and cold in the winter months. The
trying circumstances, however, did not break him. He made a
living by teaching English and editing college application essays
for students. Putting his natural resourcefulness and actuarial
training to good use, Innocent even advised customers of fast-
food restaurants on orders that saved money or food or both,

and sometimes for himself as well.

Anthropology as a Way of Life

Innocent soon settled in and began to build his own circle. He
frequented the Chungking Mansions where he met Prof. Gordon

Mathews, chairman of CUHK’s Department of Anthropology,
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Passing by the ‘marriage market’ at People’s Park in Shanghai
during a field trip there to research on Chinese hedge funds.
Considered a child prodigy, Innocent was the ideal husband to
the daugters of many Zimbabwean parents

and his students. He joined in their discussions about
nationality, culture and language and was duly initiated
to the discipline. A conversation with a master’s
student opened his eye to the subject’s extraordinary
breadth and depth and helped him make up his mind.
‘Anthropology studies things present and past, and is
about different food, languages, cultures and peoples...
these are no strange things in my life. Am | not cut out for
anthropology?” He went on to explain that anthropology
is very important education to him, ‘Anthropology casts
its sight on the exotic and emphasizes mixing with the
local. It’s a counterweight to my training in mathematics
and physics so far. It teaches me humility, to think and

feel as others do and take care of the neglected.’

Once he threw himself into anthropology, Innocent
was true to his colours and embraced research into the
multiple disadvantaged identities, for example, being
both refugee and female. For the final year thesis, he
takes upon the Chinese hedge funds, studying its moral
compass and the socio-historical context in which they
make decisions. ‘China is going to lead the world, but
many people are apprehensive about its moral standing.
To figure this out, what better way is there than to study
the moral grounds of its hedge funds where the nation’s

money and interests are at stake?’
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Hosting the ‘Migration and Aspiration’ exhibition at the

University of Hong Kong, introducing the lives, cultures, religions
and arts of the refugees, ethnic minorities and domestic workers
in Hong Kong

A Rising Phoenix Straddling all Worlds

Out of Africa, Innocent plunged right into the world of
knowledge, but his classroom has more than four walls.
As a member of the CUHK English Debating Team, he
pulled off the joint-university Human Rights Debate
Competition this January. Beyond the campus, he co-
founded The Wandering Voice, an online platform where
domestic helpers, refugees and ethnic minorities can tell
their stories, with a Taiwanese friend studying journalism
in Hong Kong. The platform was so well-received that its
stories were frequently cited by lawmakers and the Chief
Executive responded to its report on refugee children.
Invitations flew in all year round from journalism schools
and schools on all levels. Stepping into 2019, Innocent
founded the Africa Center Hong Kong to bring the real

Africa to the world by organizing book clubs and forums.

Those who have tasted the gall of life will understand
others’ pains and sufferings better. In an interview
with an African model for a story in The Wandering
Voice, Innocent learned of the injustices she suffered
in a predominantly white fashion industry. He then co-
founded the ‘Harmony’ fashion and music show. Held
in Lan Kwai Fong last December, the show, which was

run by refugees and ethnic minorities from modelling,
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T-shirt prints and fashion design drafts by Harmony. The featuring
of boat is inspired by the refugees’ horrid boat-taking memories

fashion, music to the rundown, was greeted with a large
turnout. Harmony has since metamorphosed into a social
enterprise that runs the refugee-curated gala twice a year.
A T-shirt collection designed by refugee fashion designers
will soon be launched, showcasing their talents and

educating the public about the socially disenfranchised.

Innocent’s family name Mutanga means ‘being the
first” in Shona. His intrepidity—or, in his words, ‘the
excitement he feels of solving difficult problems’—and his
pioneering spirit may have been in his blood. He has a
mind that turns as quickly as mercury, and his eyes would
give out a lively spark whenever an interesting idea gets
hold of him. Even when touching upon past hardships,
the enterprising youth remained impassive. Only when
talking about his family—the father he lost at a tender
age, and his mother and grandmother in Zimbabwe—
would the precocious anthropologist and investment
banker-to-be begin to soften, when a tinge of profound,
inexplicable sadness shot through his big round eyes. ‘I
miss my mother and grandmother. The meat roll made
by my grandmother was really ho ho sik (Cantonese

meaning extremely yummy).’

The memories of one’s family can be savoured without

any anthropological knowledge.
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Crossing verbal swords on stage

Sense and Sensibility—
Myrmidon Kangara

In Greek mythology, the myrmidons are a fierce tribe
fighting under Achilles in the Trojan War. For her
fondness of Hellenic tales, a mother decided to name her
daughter after the valorous people. From myth to reality,
this daughter of Zimbabwe is little short of legendary:
with mere words she subdues and inspires, but unlike the
myrmidons known for their unquestioning subservience,
Myrmidon is a social-minded individual who chooses
law as her vocation. Possessing great oratorical skills
and a strong knowledge base, she landed champion of
the CUHK English Public Speaking Competition as a
freshman. In the ‘FLTRP « ETIC Cup’ five-day four-round
marathon English speaking contest held in Beijing last
December, Myrmidon bested 190 top orators across the
country and took home the first runner-up, just 0.8 mark
behind the champion.

Right before my eyes, Myrmidon was mature and spoke
no-nonsense. She had a crisp manner of speaking,
and upon hearing compliments or when talking about
life’s tidbits, she would give coy smiles and infect the
surrounding air with an innocent dreaminess, reminding

one that she was still just a 19-year-old girl. But when
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Heroes behind the stage (from left to right): Ms. Ella Leung, Ms. Olive Cheung and Dr. Sarah Lee

she rolls up her sleeves, this girl covers so much ground
that no room is left for complaint: as the interview drew
to a close, the writer requested her to send in some
information. The next day Myrmidon wrote in a short
note, explaining that she needed some time to compile
the data and they would be ready shortly. What the writer
received later was a 10-page curriculum vitae detailing
all clubs and activities she had joined, with all the dates,
positions and responsibilities neatly put. The 20 photos
she sent in all came with descriptions, together with
illustrations in points clarifying the finer details arising in
the interview. She did not only inspire confidence on the
podium but also in everyday life.

The Responsibility to Speak Up

Few could have guessed that the queen on stage as we
see now was once a Cinderella fettered miserably by her
own shyness. Describing herself as ‘definitely introverted’,
Myrmidon joined a couple of public speaking clubs in
high school, though she was never an active member.
Back then she came across a lot of contests and activities
that she took an interest in, but she was too timid to
speak in front of people and give them a try. ‘As | got
into CUHK, | realized the continuing of this trend would
be detrimental. If | am to get out of the shell, | need to
learn to speak in public.” Picking up the gauntlet of public

speaking was driven by necessity, but what fuels her

passion for the oratorical art is a sense of responsibility to
life and society. ‘I like the idea of people sharing ideas—I
think many problems we have today require us to sit
down, talk things over, and then go out and get it done.
If you can speak in public, you can share ideas. On the
contrary, if you have good ideas but remain reticent, then
it is not going to do anyone any good.’

It may be more than a mental break, but how does one
perfect one’s skill in the art of public speaking? Myrmidon
pointed out that, regular practice aside, observation also
plays a crucial role. A speaker needs to learn her trade
from everyday life, say in lectures, college assemblies or
even from watching a movie or sit-com, paying heed to
how people speak. To people who aspire to improve their
speaking skills, Myrmidon suggested they should first
try to get used to talking face-to-face with other people.
‘They can join a club, say a hiking club, which does not
need to be about debating. As they grow in confidence,
they can try Toastmasters.” She stressed that socializing
with others is important, as debate covers a wide range
of topics and others’ personal experiences can be a rich
source to draw on.

Less is More, Resonance Rocks

Back to the public speaking competition, Myrmidon
attributed her good result to the immense help and
support she received from her coaches, the three teachers
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During the FLTRP « ETIC Cup contest, Myrmidon made friends with quite a few contestants and received a lot of help from them. Among them are Liu
Yuxi (left) from Sichuan Technology and Business University and Jason Zang (right) from Qufu Normal University, who is also champion of both
FLTRP « ETIC Cup and 21st Century Coca-Cola Cup English speaking contests

at the English Language Teaching Unit—Dr. Sarah Lee, Ms. Ella
Leung and Ms. Olive Cheung. What is the biggest lesson she
learned from them? ‘Well, it’s that in public speaking, delivery
matters more than ideas. Speak slowly and to the points, do
not bombard the audience with complex or too many ideas,
make sure they understand or even enjoy your speech. Only
when they understand what you are saying can they connect
and agree with you.’

Myrmidon also took home from the mainland contest the lesson
that consummate public speaking is winning the hearts of the
audience. ‘Let’s say the monsoon is coming. If you just give a
plan on how we are going to protect the people, it’s not going
to win over the crowd. But if you say people are drowning, let
us help everyone because we are one united family, people
will bond with it emotionally. Focus on the content, and more
so the emotion, because at the end of the day, people are
emotional beings. If you can get to their emotions, then the
audience is yours.’

How Antony uses his rhetoric to turn the tides in Shakespeare’s
Julius Caesar is not lost to the orator and law student Myrmidon.
But Brutus’s sincerity and speaking from the heart in the same
play are what she abides by. In the impromptu speaking round
of the grand finale of the ‘FLTRP « ETIC Cup’ contest where
the finalists were asked to explain what the world is to them,
Myrmidon put forward the view that the world is a mix of
sense and sensibility. Only when they go hand in hand, such
as using science to rectify prejudices, or religion to resolve

the moral crises brought about by scientific progresses can
mankind obtain peace. How to speak in public and how to live
one’s life are all about treading the fine line between sense and
sensibility, guided by a kind and grateful heart.

And Myrmidon possesses a kind and grateful heart. In the
world of public speaking, her role models are Martin Luther
King Jr., Malcolm X and the novelist Chimamanda Adichie,
who impressed billions with not just their beautiful rhetorics
and passions but also concrete plans which people can follow
to bring about changes. An avid reader and a writer of poetry
herself, Myrmidon tackles issues of social justice in her
poems. Poetry and public speaking appear to stand in the pole
positions of emotion and reason, but she sees the two have
something in common: ‘You put a lot of ideas organically into
a speech, just like in a poem every word, line or even space
counts.” Aren’t her speeches her love poetry to the world?

Nigerian writer Chinua Achebe writes in his novel Arrow of
God: ‘The world is like a Mask dancing. If you want to see it
well you do not stand in one place.” Going abroad and pursuing
knowledge are often Siamese twins. Yet going abroad is simply
the first step; what matters is to open one’s heart and mind to
embrace the trials and tribulations along the way. Innocent and
Myrmidon have come from Zimbabwe and met at Hong Kong
and CUHK. Their extraordinary stories will surely inspire many
other travelogues of the soul. &

Amy L.
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By detecting the presence of an additional copy of chromosome 21
in foetal DNA in maternal plasma, Down syndrome of baby can be

diagnosed
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n Greek mythology, Sisyphus was sentenced for
I cheating Death to the eternal task of pushing a boulder

up a hill. The boulder would roll down the hill again
just as it reaches the top. Such futile and thankless
labour is not entirely unknown to the scientists whose
pursuits are mostly motivated by their love and passions
for scientific inquiries. Prof. Dennis Lo, Associate Dean
(Research) of CUHK Faculty of Medicine, talked about
his labour of love under ‘The Joys and Challenges of
Scientific Research’ in the second part of ‘The Pursuit of
Wisdom’ Public Lecture Series on 15 February, drawing
around 200 CUHK staff members and students, alumni,
secondary school students and members of the public.

Before 2011, to detect whether their babies might have
Down syndrome, pregnant women had no choice but to
undergo amniocentesis, which directly draws fluids from
inside the mother’s body for chromosomal study. Such
invasive diagnostic method, however, is associated with a
0.5-1.0% risk of miscarriage. Since 2011, a non-invasive
foetal DNA test for Down syndrome (T21) developed
by Professor Lo has come into clinical use. The test
simply takes blood samples from the pregnant women
for analysis and thus rids them of the risk of miscarriage.
Currently, T21 is applied in more than 90 countries and
has benefitted millions of pregnant women.

Professor Lo had the idea of developing non-invasive
prenatal test when he was a doctoral medical student
at Oxford University. However, since the mother and

the foetus have separate blood circulation systems, the
number of foetal cells that can be found in the mother’s
blood was very few. Getting hold of these cells in the
mother’s blood is like looking for a needle in a haystack.
Although Professor Lo believed that the answer lies in the
mother’s blood, he could not quite figure it out and had
to wait.

In 1997, Professor Lo returned to Hong Kong and joined
CUHK. His research has since proceeded in leaps and
bounds. He was inspired by some research that proved
that cancer cells would release their DNAs into the
patient’s plasma and he thought, ‘If a tiny tumour cell
would release its DNAs into the patient’s plasma, then
would it be possible that a foetus of much larger size
releases its DNAs into the mother’s plasma?’ Professor Lo
later proved his hypothesis and discovered cell-free foetal
DNAs in maternal plasma. His discovery is the gateway to
a number of breakthroughs later.

First, Professor Lo found that checking chromosome 21 of
the foetus’s DNAs in the mother’s plasma with massively
parallel genomic sequencing technique could reveal
whether the baby has Down syndrome. The accuracy rate
can be as high as 99.7%.

The plasma DNA analysis can not only be applied in
prenatal tests but also cancer screening. From 2013 to
2016, Professor Lo and his team conducted a study of
screening nasopharyngeal carcinoma (NPC) using plasma
DNA analysis and the result is promising. By detecting the
Epstein-Barr virus DNA, which is released by NPC tumour
cells into the patient’s plasma, early diagnosis of NPC can
be achieved. Professor Lo’s study involved 20,174 Chinese
males aged between 40 and 60 without NPC symptoms.
Among them, 309 participants had tested positive on the
initial and follow-up blood tests and 34 were diagnosed
with NPC. The predictive value is 11%, higher than the
average of 3% of normal cancer screenings. The research
was selected by The New England Journal of Medicine as
one of the most ‘Notable Articles of 2017".

The road of scientific research is indeed intriguing and
strange. Professor Lo did not make much headway for
some years but he did not view it as a period entirely of
no consequence. ‘If | had achieved a breakthrough in my
plasma DNA research when | was still a medical student,
I would not have developed tenacity.” The boulder finally
comes to rest on the top.

M. Mak
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B R REET
CUHK Ranks First in International Mathematics
Competition

SMMCH SR E2017F 4
RN 2018 F H BT
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BEEZM P ARE =T
INRAEHE AR L HA
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(B) MZEEH (£) RE
ABRGE—H EEBRM
BHERDGE=R HER
RMEANBESFE L -HhRE &= KERBREE -
The Simon Marais Mathematics Competition (SMMC), established in
Australia in 2017, drew participation from nearly 900 students from
more than 40 universities across the Asia-Pacific region. The CUHK
team, consisting of 26 undergraduate students (21 of them majoring in
mathematics), has proven themselves to be top mathematics problem
solvers. Mandy Kwok (right) and Samuel Lee (left) won the first place
of the Pairs Prize while Tung Kam-chuen and Wong Chun-shing took
the third. Shen Jianhao acquired the second place of the Individual
Prize. Having the highest total score, CUHK got the first place of the
University Prize.

MEBBAT D ERENERESR

Microrobots Detect Toxins in 15 Minutes

FROR TR ER P K B8 22 0w 1y Aff e (B i B Ak DO Off 8% —
T ERHMEER A ATARE SRR - Q2L
IRELHE AT AR AR R KRR+ A DE
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FROERPEANBERE EOMNESEESIER
BOBENMARLENS PBEBREERGSIHBERK
MERMAE - EERT - RAMERORA KE B
RAKREEBREERHEXRR-

A collaborative research team from the Faculty of
Engineering and Faculty of Medicine has recently

developed fungi spore-inspired microrobots to detect Clostridium difficile (C. difficile) bacterial toxins.
The microrobots are active sensors capable of detecting the toxins in stool samples accurately within 15
minutes, based on a specific combination. The current clinical test of the toxins normally takes one to two
days. C. difficile infection is the most common hospital acquired enteric infection. The toxins secreted by
C. difficile will cause diarrhoea, fever and hematochezia. In some cases, patients may develop life-

threatening peritonitis and sepsis.

BN LS FAR

Team Up for Marathon

BR-_THRRRAREL HBENREKHE2A1TRNBETEES
WIR2019BF ROEF_XRZLBEABNBML WEBFLF
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BX BEMMBIIMNILAISERNE R ERMINE HHE N5

Over 2,500 students, staff, and alumni of CUHK joined the Standard
Chartered Hong Kong Marathon 2019 on 17 February, making it the
second largest team in the competition and recipient of the ‘Most
Supportive Group Award’ for the seventh consecutive year. Over 300
CUHK supporters cheered the runners at several cheering spots along
the race routes. The CUHK Sports Medicine Team helped runners
with their recovery. Professionals from the Department of Sports
Science and Physical Education, Physical Education Unit and the
Department of Orthopaedics and Traumatology conducted seminars
and a field training session before the race. A video was produced to
introduce the popular high-intensity interval training to runners.

PR AT

Gear Up for Pedagogical Robots

B A AN ERHE N BAREXH
o R MELMERARSEHREARER B
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The Centre for Learning Enhancement and Research has recently started to develop an application
named ‘uReply Robot’. Having human-like appearance and the ability of conversation,
humanoid robots are applicable to language subjects which require more interaction and
engagement from students. Software or applications available in the market, however,
may not be a perfect choice for teachers to set up the robots as they may not possess

the required level of programming knowledge. uReply Robot is a user-friendly
application which allows teachers to set up various types of robots with minimal
training. As simple as using a mobile app, teachers will be able to pre-load content
like lecture slides, videos, questions, etc., onto the robots for ‘lecturing’, leaving
teachers more time to facilitate learning activities and to interact with students

during lessons.

RS RREEE

THE Summit on Research Excellence

REBRSBEHE (A—) R2A20RERMEE 81T
W IRELRFHE T ATUMEEES | PEREL
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FRRIE-

Vice-Chancellor and President Prof. Rocky S. Tuan
(1st right) talked about degenerative diseases and the
promises and challenges of regenerative medicine
during the ‘Times Higher Education (THE) Research

Excellence Summit: Asia Pacific’ in Sydney on 20 February. The Summit with a theme ‘Research for the
Public Good’ debated and reinforced the positive and long-term impact of university research on society
in the Asia-Pacific region. Over 200 representatives from the higher education, government and industry

sectors of 17 countries attended the Summit.
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PARETEZITRFEBERREZEENE
CUHK Student Appointed to the Council for
Sustainable Development

WEREREESRELRA
BERNEERRS FIHEER
ZEgIRE BAFIAE
HIME S ARERRNE
EBIBENMMARARE HER
RERRORE RBFRHEE
R WO B R (2 3 KR
AR ERIRBIROREANT B -
8 /0 8 = R R AR AN 3 i ) X

BIREHT
Victory for Rugby
Teams

PREBFEIRERERERT A
BIRE2019F & - 207 B8
B5FE.

The CUHK Men’s Rugby Team
has won the championship
in the USFHK Rugby Sevens
Competition 2019 while the
Women'’s Team was the second
runner-up.

ikl &R A AV airk B4 8l

HEN o

Natalie Chung, Geography and

Resource Management student, is appointed to the Council
for Sustainable Development for a two-year term starting from
1 March. As a member of the Council, she will advise the
Government on priority areas for promoting sustainable
integrate environmental, social
and encourage community

development that will
and economic perspectives,
participation and promote public awareness and understanding
of the principles of sustainable development. Natalie is a co-
founder of V’air, an online platform promoting low-carbon
local travel.

thX GRill) BEEREMERS
Employment Report on First Cohort of CUHK (SZ) Graduates Released

FEPXARE ORY) MM ABBEM2018F EEAMBEAREESRE AR BEEH _HRTHNAA
HREKEER
BERAEBBRNERITIE AZEARBE D ENEHEN B EER -

CUHK (SZ) released the employment report of its first cohort of bachelor’s degree graduates on 25 January.
The employment rate of the 268 graduates, all from the School of Economics and Management, reaches
98.51%, ranking top among mainland universities. Among them 65.67% enrolled for further study. Over
70% of employed graduates work in Greater Bay Area, mostly in large multinational corporations and
unicorn companies.

FREKIEI8.51% NS EFR P EIIFS  ER TR /565.67% HENEEE

T 7 == T8 / ANNOUNCEMENTS \\\

REEAF{Em

Council Appointment
FEARERBAEERRESGHEHEABRE  TH=F " H2019%F
3A16ERBAEM -

Mr. Simon K.C. Lee has been elected by the Board of Trustees of United
College as a Member of the Council for a period of three years with
effect from 16 March 2019.

NIEEETEIREDRMRIE

Investment Returns of Staff Superannuation Scheme

12.2018 11.2018 - 31.12.2018
F%ﬁj REBRBE  EEDR  AGELME  EEOR

Unaudited Benchmark Unaudited Benchmark

Return Return

#E Growth -5.32% -4.80% -9.15% -9.13%
& Balanced -4.36% -3.32% -9.41% -7.04%
12 Stable —0.67% 0.03% -5.58% -3.39%
FBIER HK Equity -3.65% -2.94% -13.18% —12.74%
E 558 HK Index-linked —2.44% —2.48% -10.47% -10.54%
A0 BIF5 2 A50 China Tracker -4.64% —-4.25% —24.54% -23.11%
7S TCER1T17 3 HKD Bank Deposit 0.13% 0.09% 1.54% 0.64%
ZEITERTT1F R USD Bank Deposit* 0.30% 0.15% 2.24% 1.14%
BITERTTIF R AUD Bank Deposit* -3.36% -3.48% -7.78% -9.13%
B ITER1T77 5K EUR Bank Deposit* 1.00% 1.01% -4.99% -4.66%
AREESRIT1F 3 RMB Bank Deposit* 1.10% 1.32% —-2.75% -3.48%

BIESBIERFL2MH:
www.cuhk.edu.hk/fno/chi/public/payroll_benefits/mpf.html

For MPF Scheme performance, please refer to:
www.cuhk.edu.hk/fno/eng/public/payroll_benefits/mpf.html

* BREEEEREBER AR ERE
Both actual and benchmark returns include foreign currency exchange difference for the month

20192 HAERIZIRE

Application for Summer Programmes 2019

FARHNEHRRERLEZ M LEE - [BERZHMRE | SR6H23AE8A24HR1T EHK

ARHE BN AR KEAR A (BREINBBENFEEL) EPRNZITYCIRER

F—REE BN HBBM R LR EEASEMNBEERE - [SPESHRE] BRTA
ME26HRT BEEEMN2020F A EAREZN A GNP ER Z R MEERI S
FRA# B FENTHRRE R TRERE - REF B BE www.summer.cuhk.edu.
hke &iAEH S BRI (F5E 3943 1826/3943 1827 s EH : summer@cuhk.edu.
hk) °

: CUHK Summer Programmes are now open for online applications. The International
: Summer School, to be held from 23 June to 24 August, gathers CUHK undergraduate
¢ students, international students and Hong Kong residents studying at local and overseas

universities to enjoy a fun, exciting and rewarding academic and cultural experience

¢ during the summer holidays. The Summer Institute, taking place from 11 to 26 July, will

provide an opportunity for local and international secondary school students applying to
universities in 2020 to explore different subject areas through two short courses taught
by CUHK faculty members. For more information, please visit www.summer.cuhk.edu.
hk. For enquiries, please contact the Office of Academic Links at 3943 1826/3943 1827

or at summer@cuhk.edu.hk.

MFEILVERRIN ) SEE

Midday Oasis Lunchtime Concerts

1:30 pm —1:55 pm SEBREFE Chung Chi College Chapel
11.3.2019 REGRT4%S Flute Ensemble Concert
- SRAEIE - Yaudia Cheung
I EE - Jabril Ho
- BRH - Liu Wing Ki
- BER - Tsang Cheuk Ying
EFEK - Wong Ka Wing
18.3.2019 BRRTEHUEHE: Voice & Chamber Concert:
Metamorphosis Metamorphosis
AR (AETF) - Zoé Bertrand (Soprano)
- ERE (NMEE) - Gary Ngan (Violin)
CBER () - Alexander Wong (Piano)
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Eleven Pointers for the 21st Century Journalist

XEEGRBELENERSE . [RAE]  [REME] FFEMTKEME - BEEHE
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household. But the changes in journalism and the mass media have started much earlier and
are more far-reaching.

Digital technology is subversive to traditional journalism as it renders past work routines,
distribution platforms and business models out-of-date. Prof. Clement So of the School

of Journalism and Communication can identify 11 media trends that have evolved or are
. their struggles in caring for their family members.

evolving.

First, the era of single media distribution platform has ended and multiple platforms have :
¢ between two organisms such as in aquaponics. The waste produced by farmed fish
supplies the nutrients for plants grown hydroponically, which in turn purify the water via
Fourth, online and offline convergence is the way to go. These are paradigm shifts in the :

become the norm. Second, ‘mobile first” is the slogan for almost all media operators. Third,
the notion of ‘Content is King’ is beginning to make way for ‘Audience/platform is King'.

journalistic ecology.

journalist. Eighth, the multiple ways of storytelling such as using ‘factoid’ (a trivial news item

one an edge in competition.

HO.W would all 'these affect' the media owners? Ninth, 4 dlgltalimedla recognize Mo . mera and made no bones about their feelings: The eldest son Paul hopes that his father
national boundaries, the media owners would try to develop international markets for their : . . . . .
: could soon end his suffering, though he would badly miss him; Miss Chan is on the verge of

make it a busy time for mergers and acquisitions. Lastly, the change of business model is : a breakdown caring for her two parents by herself, but the thought of sending them to the

imperative especially regarding how to charge online and the profit ratio of subscription vs elderly home makes her guilty; the son who works night shifts wears himself out by taking

: his mother to the hospital in daytime for cancer care.

businesses. Tenth, partnerships within the profession and across different businesses will

advertising.

to be easily copied and outdone by others.

T.C.

FINT
The Silken Tie

Source: A Priori Image
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Donald Trump’s diatribes with the media have made terms such as fake news and post-truth :

Is longevity truly a blessing? Snuggle, a documentary directed by Wong Siu-pong, deals

: with the relationship between care-givers and their ageing parents with chronic illnesses.
¢ The screening-cum-talk of Snuggle co-organized by CUHK’s Office of University General
! Education and the Tung Wah Group of Hospitals attracted a full house. Besides questions

on the director’s choice of theme and shooting style, many members of the audience shared

| associate ‘snuggling’ with symbiosis, a mutually dependent and beneficial relationship

photosynthesis. The director explained the film title: ‘Snuggling is hierarchical: the symbionts

¢ bred by their host will in turn support the host’s survival. It’s like the adult children taking the

How should journalists cope in this new ecology then? Fifth, journalists of the 21st : turn to care for their parents who brought them to the world.

century have to be equipped with multiple skills. Sixth, there is a change of work routine :

that reshuffles the traditional division of labour and emphasizes cooperation and synergy : 4nd met three families. Having obtained their consent, he spent two years recording their
among different departments. Seventh, ‘instant news’ makes every minute a deadline for the journeys accompanying their ageing parents to the elderly care homes, hospitals or even
: funeral halls. ‘Actually | spent more time not shooting. Off camera, | was just an ordinary

or a false statement presented as a fact), big data, Virtual Reality techniques, etc., can give © volunteer and would join them in discussing the treatments and care plans.’

In 2014, Wong Siu-pong volunteered for half a year in the Tung Wah Group of Hospitals

His genuineness has deepened the families’ trust on him. They acted natural in front of the

Practising or aspiring journalists have to adopt the new formats, platforms and practices Snuggle has very little sentimentality in it. It presents starkly the mutual support and tensions

while adapting to the ‘brave new world” environment. After the darkness there will be a new :
dawn. For journalists to succeed in this technologically driven world, they have to strive for :
creativity and uniqueness. The former gives them the edge while the latter enables them not :

between the two generations. At the end of the film, Miss Chan brings her parents to a
local hotel for vacation and is snuggling with them before the scenic Victoria Harbour. Her
parents have been admitted to the elderly home, but the tie is still there. She has, however,
learnt to be at ease and live for the moment to take in the sky and the sea.

J. Lau
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Prof. Fan Tingting

M52 % Department of Marketing
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L CONNER

The winner of the University Education Award 2018 talked to CUHK Newsletter
about the joy of teaching, her role models, and how she transformed her life from

a bore to a blast.
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How do you feel about winning the University
Education Award—one of the highest accolades

for teaching excellence in CUHK—only four years
after graduation?

The award is a great encouragement not just to me but to
all the research-oriented young academics who might not
believe they could balance teaching and research well. It
proves that teaching can be fun and enjoyable

and is worth the effort.

You received exceptionally high
ratings from your students.
What's your secret?

Being an interesting person.
Whenever | watch a movie,
read a book or go shopping, |
am constantly on the lookout

for interesting things to share with
my students from the standpoint of
marketing. They would be excited
and respond more actively if |
bring forth topics not found in any
marketing textbook, such as how

drug dealers ship cocaine from

—

Columbia to the US and how the divorce of Amazon’s CEO
might affect the company.

What do you think your students appreciate the
most about you?

My genuine respect for them. | always ask for their thoughts
and put a high premium on their opinions. In my class there
is no right or wrong answer. Any answer is deemed good as
long as the underlying logic is sound.

Digital marketing is one of your strong suits. With
the digital world changing rapidly, how do you
ensure the relevancy of what you teach?

The theories | teach may remain the same, but the examples
| give are in sync with what is happening out there. | am
an avid reader of The Wall Street Journal, Time and The
Economist. Many of the cases studied in my class are based
on their in-depth reports on current events and emerging
trends.

Which research you've done so far has taken you
by surprise?

My research into crowdfunding platforms has a counter-
intuitive finding: a potential funder is more likely to
contribute to a crowdfunding campaign when the majority
of early contributions are relatively small amounts, e.g.,
US$ 1. If the majority of early funders contribute larger
amounts, e.g., US$ 100, potential funders are likely to infer
that they came from family and friends and so are less
likely to chip in. | called it ‘The Small-Predicts-Large Effect’.
Entrepreneurs can do well to remember this when devising
fundraising strategies.

As far as teaching is concerned, who is your role
model?

| look up to my PhD adviser and very good friend
Prof. Peter N. Golder. I've known him for 12 years since
I was studying at Peking University. He witnessed my
wedding at the New York City Hall, walked me to the PhD
graduation ceremony, and visited my small hometown in
Fujian Province with his family. It is he who showed me how
to be a caring and inspiring teacher, how to stay positive
during tough times, and how to be grateful for everything.

What kind of a student were you?

I was a typical nerd in high school. Coming first in exams
was all I ever wanted. My best friend Dong Yuntao, whom
I met at Peking University and who is now a professor at
the University of Connecticut, inspired me to see that life
can still be wonderful without top scores, if we have an
interesting soul. | wish | had learned that much earlier.

You always look joyful and energetic. Any tips for
staying physically and mentally fit?
Again, be an interesting person. | am neither smart nor
pretty, but I can be interesting. There is so much fun
to be had in the world. | must stay happy and healthy to
bring along my friends and family on this wonderful
trip.

Christine N.
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