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Summer field trip to Huizhou run by CCS to investigate folk rituals in
rural China
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Getting up close with
China in the
new arts programme

‘ ast is East, and West is West, and never the

twain shall meet,” writes Rudyard Kipling.

The East-West divide is one of the myths
of all time. To many in the West (invoked here as a
roughly workable term), China and its ways of being
and seeing remain an enigma. Yet the need to get to the
bottom of the China enigma has never been greater, as
the country assumes an increasingly prominent role on

the world stage.

One way out of this conundrum can be found in the
new Bachelor of Arts (BA) programme in Chinese
studies launched by the Centre for China Studies
(CCS) this autumn. This multi-disciplinary programme
puts the students into Chinese shoes through guiding
their investigations into the country’s myriad aspects,
including politics, economy, business, society, history,
culture, literature, religion and others. And its approach
is solid and organic, with emphases laid on language
training, cultural immersion and on-the-ground
research, as well as the distinctive mix of learners from

both Chinese and non-Chinese backgrounds.

Arts as the Base

Differing from its predecessor, BA/Bachelor of Social
Science in Contemporary China Studies, the new
Chinese studies programme is solely housed in the
Faculty of Arts. ‘“We are happy to say the Arts Faculty is
our natural home. Such a move allows us to strengthen
the history, culture and language elements while looking
into the politics, economy and society of China today,’
says Prof. Jan Kiely, Associate Director of CCS. ‘Take
business as an example, we will start with the history
and culture of doing business in China. By emphasizing
language and cultural understanding, we hope students
can see better how the current environment comes into

being,” he adds.

The East—West Crossover

The new Chinese studies programme does not just
initiate the West into the East, but brings them together
through launching both on a fascinating ride to
profound truths about China and their home cultures.
This explains another highlight of the programme,
which is to have an equal number of local and non-
local students in a cohort. Compared to having only
five or six locals previously in a class of 30, the new
programme now anticipates 15 local students admitted
through the Joint University Programmes Admissions
System. ‘With one side of the programme anchored,
now more than ever, we can have an ideal mix of
Chinese and non-Chinese students that works best for
everyone,” says Professor Kiely.

That it is best to have Chinese natives and international
students study together is a conclusion drawn from
years of feeling the stones, and the successful model
of the world-famous Hopkins-Nanjing Center. Long
regarded a cradle of diplomats and China specialists,
the Center’'s master’s programme in international
studies admits a 70-strong cohort comprising Chinese
and international students in equal numbers to discuss
Chinese and international affairs bilingually. ‘Given
its East-West convergence and multilingualism, Hong
Kong can be an even better place to practise the
Hopkins-Nanjing model. Our local and non-local
students will take a lot of courses and undertake
fieldwork together, while having the chance to work on
their strengths and weaknesses individually. Through
sharing and learning from each other, they will be able
to see different sides of political cultures, governance
and other matters at hand. There will be an opening
up of perspectives which shakes up their ideas of and

about China,” Professor Kiely explains.

Overcome the Babel

Language is the vehicle of thought. For East and West
to truly come together, the Babel has to be overcome.
‘We believe it is important for a globalized person
working with China to be functional in reading, writing
and speaking Chinese, such as being able to converse
or write e-mails in the language,’ stresses Professor
Kiely. To help beginners master the language that is
dreaded for its complexity, the programme will put
them through intensive training in either Cantonese
or Mandarin. By the third or fourth year, students
who work reasonably hard could attain a good score
at the sixth and highest level of the Hanyu Shuiping
Kaoshi (Chinese Proficiency Test) to be taken by non-
native speakers and be at home with reading, writing
and listening to Chinese. For the locals, the Centre also
works with the University’s English Language Teaching
Unit to coach their skills in writing about China and
improve their overall presentation and writing skills in
English.

Living the East and West

To get to the soul of a language and culture, one
must not only read but live it. To facilitate their

intense soaking up of everything Chinese, non-
local students are required to spend a whole term in
Peking University, National Taiwan University or other
approved institutions to immerse themselves in the
Chinese culture. On the other hand, local students
may go to SOAS University of London, University of
Westminster or other institutions in English-speaking
countries to gain experience in discoursing on Chinese

and East Asian affairs in a global setting.

A 2018 FERRBAEFREMMHBLEER  BAEMNRRT
Summer field trip to Guangzhou and Foshan in 2018. Pictured is
the Chen Clan Ancestral Hall in Guangzhou

Exchange study aside, the budding China experts are
also encouraged to explore the vast, ancient country
on the ground through the ample opportunities offered
by programme in the form of internships, social
enterprise initiatives, field trips and independent study.
‘For complete immersion, students are to read texts,
familiarize themselves with the context, take tests and
presentations as required by genuine research,” notes
Professor Kiely, who has thrown himself into research
on modern Chinese history for several decades.

An Open Mind is What It Takes

To make the most of the programme to which East-West
exchanges appear as a constant refrain, an open mind is
what is called for. Throughout the interview, Professor
Kiely did not hide his admiration for his students’
ability to adapt and communicate successfully across
cultural and linguistic boundaries. A seasoned and wise
Prospero is he, bound to set free the many Ariels in
his charge to the elements eventually, feeling at once
enlivened and saddened. To the youthful spirits who
are to embark on this journey of exploration, Professor
Kiely advises, ‘Don’t put yourself in a narrow track.
Think big, learn how to talk to lots of different kinds of
people, and open up your perspectives. Get out, get to
China, get to different parts of the world. This kind of
opening up the perspective is what really defines our
students.’

These words of wisdom by the veteran sinologist chime
in with Kipling’s lines in ‘The Ballad of East and West”:
‘But there is neither East nor West, Border, nor Breed,
nor Birth, / When two strong men stand face to face,
tho’ they come from the ends of the earth!” China, after
all, can be fathomed.

Amy L.

v FEERPEARNBEENRASRRHEEES 2 RN
Visit to the Great Wall during exchange study at Peking University
for the former Contemporary China Studies programme

o
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Lee Kai-fu forecasts
the future of
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ust two days after the conclusion of the ‘Book Crossing

Pavilion” held by the I‘CARE Book Festival in which

tens of thousands of used books were snatched up by
throngs of CUHK members, the foyer of the Sir Run Run
Shaw Hall was once again swarming with people who
came to hear Dr. Lee Kai-fu, hailed as ‘the Oracle of Al’
and followed by over 50 million fans on social media,
deliver the Sir Run Run Shaw Distinguished Visiting
Scholar Lecture on 20 March.

Addressing a packed house of over one thousand
students, faculty and tech enthusiasts, Dr. Lee, a former
Apple, Microsoft and Google executive who now chairs
Sinovation Ventures, offered a visionary and compelling
presentation on the rapid rise of Al, the Sino-American
battle for Al supremacy, the inevitable automation of
routine jobs, and a blueprint for coexistence between
humans and robots.

At the beginning of the lecture, Dr. Lee pointed out that
throughout artificial intelligence’s 60-year history, the
biggest breakthrough that happened in the field is deep
learning. It is a technology that can take a huge amount
of data and learn to recognize, predict and synthesize
at superhuman accuracy. If we show the deep learning
network a massive number of food photos, for example,
it can learn to recognize food and tell ‘hot dog’ from
‘no hot dog’. Or if we show the network many pictures,
videos and sensory data from driving on the highway, it
can learn to drive a car as well as a human being does.

Such technological leap is leading to what Dr. Lee called
‘the four waves of artificial intelligence’. Internet Al, which
started in 1998, enables Amazon to predict what its users
might want to buy and powers Facebook to suggest what
its users might want to follow. In Business Al starting in
2004, data have become a goldmine for banks, insurance
companies and hospitals to improve decision-making
and maximize productivity. Perception Al started in 2011
when we gave Al the ability to see, hear and speak. In
the fourth wave of Autonomous Al starting in 2015, Al
is given the ability to respond to the world around it, to
move intuitively, and to manipulate objects as easily as a
human can.

The era of Al discovery has been led by the US and its
visionary researchers, but now we have entered the era of
Al implementation where, as Dr. Lee put it, ‘what really
matters is not who can write a better scientific paper, but
who can quickly build applications on a large amount of
data.” That is where China’s strengths come into play.

China has a number of distinct advantages over the
US in the Al race. A massive number of young Chinese
engineers are marching into the Al industry. They are
relentlessly driving Chinese product innovation which has
been catching up with that of the US. Over the past 10
years, Chinese companies have leapfrogged from copying
from the US (e.g., Baidu copied from Google) into leading
brand-new innovations (e.g., the Alibaba-owned fintech
company Ant Financial).

China is a large market, which gives entrepreneurs
more users, more revenue, more investment and, most
importantly, more data which are the rocket fuel for the Al
engine. ‘If data were the new oil, then China was the new
OPEC,” Dr. Lee quipped.

Al is creating immense value, but it doesn’t come
without challenges to humanity. ‘Al will increasingly
replace repetitive jobs. Not just blue-collar work but a
lot of white-collar work,” Dr. Lee explained, predicting
that 40% of jobs in the world, including truck drivers’,
telesales people’s, security guards’ and even radiologists’,
will become displaceable by technology over the next
15 years.

The creative and the complex, such as those done by
scientists and artists, economists and CEOs, will be
protected, because ‘Al can optimize but not create.’
Another thing that Al cannot do is love. ‘It’s OK to build
robots to remind older people to take their medicine and
prevent them from falling, but robots don’t show love.’
Therefore, jobs that may not be particularly creative but
require compassion, empathy and trust, such as tutors and
elderly caregivers, will also be safe.

At the end, Dr. Lee shared his vision of how humans
should embrace the positive changes brought about by Al.
‘In the future, we will thank Al as something that comes to
liberate us from having to do the routine jobs, to push us
into doing things we love and are good at, and to remind
us what it is that makes us human.” After all, Al is merely a
tool that we, as humans, control and run. We are the ones
who have free will and it is up to us to direct the plots of
the Al story.

Christine N.
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A Rendezvous with Russia
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The first Russian Culture Festival organized by the
Office of Student Affairs went in full swing on campus
from 21 to 29 March. To present the diversity and
dynamics of Russian culture, the Festival spotlighted
some other countries within the Russian cultural
sphere, such as Ukraine, Poland, Kazakhstan and
Kyrgyzstan. Its opening talk ‘Ukrainian Blood, Hong
Kong Heart’ featured a sharing by Miss Victoria Wang,
the Ukrainian-born host of ViuTV. Other events
included a Kazakh movie screening and a culture
sharing session, as well as talks on travel and history.
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Killing Cancer with Microwaves
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Thoracic surgical professors from the Faculty of
Medicine performed Asia-Pacific’s first non-invasive
bronchoscopic microwave ablation for lung cancer
on 4 March. By means of electromagnetic navigation
bronchoscopy, surgeons can deploy the microwave
catheter tip for ablation into the lung cancer and raise
the surrounding temperature to above 60°C, under
which the lesion is destroyed. With the help of real-
time tomography scans, surgeons can be assured of
the proper placement of the catheter and monitor the
ablation outcomes. The non-invasive surgery leaves
no scars and incurs almost no blood loss. It takes only
10 to 20 minutes, with most patients feeling no pain
afterwards and a low risk of complications.
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Salute to Women
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The Task Force on Women and Family-Friendly
Policies celebrated the International Women’s Day on
8 March to pay tribute to female colleagues. Among
those who attended the event were Vice-Chancellor
Prof. Rocky S. Tuan, Co-convenors of the Task Force
Prof. Fanny M.C. Cheung and Prof. Fok Tai-fai, plus
more than 60 colleagues. The Task Force reported
on an array of enhanced family-friendly provisions
including extended full-pay maternity leave and
paternity leave and a forthcoming nursing room in
Jockey Club Postgraduate Hall. An advisor and advisee
of the Female Professorial Staff Support Network, who
are senior and junior women professors respectively,
gave a sharing on how the mentoring relationship
facilitates one another’s professional and personal
growth.
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Doubling Down on Double Degree
Programmes
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CUHK is collaborating with five world-class tertiary
institutions, including Peking University, Tsinghua
University, Waseda University in Japan, IE Business
School in Spain and Cass Business School of City,
University of London in the UK, to offer dual
undergraduate degree programmes. The collaboration
not only strengthens the ties between CUHK and the
partner institutions, but also helps students expand
their global vision and personal networks to become
better equipped for the global job market.
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Get-together for Chinese Departments
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The Greater Bay Area Chinese Forum was held on
23 March at CUHK Shenzhen Research Institute.
Organized by the Institute’s Research Centre for
Linguistics and co-organized by the Department
of Chinese Language and Literature of CUHK, the
Department of Chinese of Sun Yat-sen University and
the Department of Chinese Language and Literature
of the University of Macau, the forum marked the first
gathering of representatives of Chinese departments
within the region. It was also the first conference
on Chinese teaching and learning in the name of
the Greater Bay Area, bringing together over 50
participants to share experience in Chinese education
and discuss its position and future directions.
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A Leguminous Promise WeII-Kept
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Professor Lam Hon-ming

Ean R BB R A TR O EEMERZIX AR ST E B
BiASE T RAEFHHREREZTZ 2BRAME K

GLRATERE REREXRE FEENEY —(IAE
FEREGE

HFARB 1E2MRR] RFABERIIE=F MU [KEH
7 —BREREINEMBZIK] S BAOHAE 2K

IRAZ2AT 1998410 E IR R XM B S FTRE - B R# T
AR BEIER R R - [ RN EMETRASHREERTIE:
BRRFRNERIGAMR  BEETREBTE - RERERARK
R AR E G WG TR | MR

ERMIKIZEALRER MEIR G T =+ —EFERE kFHE
AKEMERAART  E2010F12 AENature GeneticsT| & A
W BRI E B A B F R - 20145 IR B A KT #
BRI R S SO EE L A - R KR A SR I K 2 AYRTBE 1 - FTE
R ERBET Nature Communications > 20195 525k 2 BB AFF £
AEWBREERAM-

MR BIEMARRTHERE BAMASTERERSE K1)
EHBEAEK=EMIAZHmE SEMRETEEILHRN¥EZE
MR E@ER - I M EFRBSTEAM@SOYBEAN K ZH51E
KBRS BEPEL ARSI R

ZHFRE) — BRGNS RN IR AT - MBI R T 2 IR
g AEREw AR EIE B HBE M NE PR KT
Recognized internationally for his research in soybean, Prof. Lam
Hon-ming, director of the Centre for Soybean Research and professor
of the School of Life Sciences, disclosed that he knew little about
soybean before engaging in the research. His work is a result not only
of his commitment to advancing argricultural development, but also
of a promise made to a senior scientist in the field.

RS

On 1 April, Professor Lam hosted the third lecture of ‘The Pursuit of
Wisdom’ Public Lecture Series entitled ‘Soybean Research: A Journey
from Laboratory to Field".

The journey started with Professor Lam’s trip to the Chinese Academy
of Agricultural Sciences—where he met Prof. Shao Guihua—in 1998
for exploring research topics. ‘Professor Shao devoted most of her
career life in the field research of salt tolerance in soybeans. Limited
by age and lack of proper facilities, she could not complete the study
by herself. | proposed to achieve this goal with my team from CUHK
and pledged to deliver my promise,” said Professor Lam.

Since then, Professor Lam has decoded the genomes of 17 wild and
14 cultivated soybeans. The publication of these findings in the cover
story of Nature Genetics in 2010 laid down the foundation for related
research projects and programmes. In 2014, he successfully identified
and cloned a new salt-tolerant gene from wild soybeans. The findings
were published in Nature Communications in the same year. In 2019,
his research team completed the world’s first reference-grade wild
soybean genome.

Professor Lam also applied his findings to practice. By collaborating
with mainland soybean breeders, three new varieties of stress-
tolerant soybean were successfully bred in Gansu Province. The new
varieties have been applied in semi-arid and drought-stricken areas
in Northwest China. In 2018, he launched the STEAM@SOYBEAN
Project to promote secondary school students’ interests in soybean
cultivation.

The promise made 20 years ago has been fulfilled. But the journey
goes on. Right after delivering the lecture, Professor Lam got on a
flight to South Africa to help local peasants to cultivate stress-tolerant
soybeans.
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BINEEXFERE
Reappointed Council Chairman and Council Member
RNBETEERBRES I ERASRE  EH=F H2019F5A1RRER-

Dr. Norman N.P. Leung has been reappointed as Chairman of the Council and a Member of

the Council for a further period of three years with effect from 1 May 2019.

HWEREEETE (1995) —IREBRE
Staff Superannuation Scheme (1995) —Investment Forum
SR LHENOATE (2H ) BITREMBE - #I50T:

An investment forum is scheduled on 7 May (Tuesday). Details are as follows:

B Time 12:30 pm — 2:00 pm

#2 Venue TREEFRERT

Room LT2, Lee Shau Kee Building

SEHEBE - FENEEREE - 2MKREARMBEHAE (www.cuhk.edu.hk/fno/eng/
index.html) T8> BB HEINERRAESHEE 3943 7236 ok 3943 7251

2l 1F & 1= / NewLy ONBOARD

Light lunch will be provided. Your attendance at the forum is highly recommended. The
enrolment form can be downloaded from the Finance Office’s website (www.cuhk.edu.hk/
fno/eng/index.html). For enquiries, please contact the Payroll and Superannuation Unit at
3943 7236 or 3943 7251.

FPAARESEFEPINIIA MEENPISZERFHSETE] ) WA AR PSR E
Integrative Medical Centre Joining EOCSS and Adjusting Service Hours
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 ARARABE BEDONDBER FESBREFH
. BT : hkiim.cuhk.edu.hk/imc/e

IR - A8 RSN IRISA 8] RERERDEM -FHBREANEREREU2ERE
BB F : www.hro.cuhk.edu.hk/en-gb/staff-area/benefits/medical-benefits °

DR A BFIS RIS - 155

CUHK staff and dependents could now enjoy partial reimbursement for TCM outpatient
consultation services at the Integrative Medical Centre (Prince of Wales Hospital) under the
Extra Outpatient Consultation Services Scheme (EOCSS). For details, please visit: www.hro.
cuhk.edu.hk/en-gb/staff-area/benefits/medical-benefits.

To cater to patients’ needs, service hours of the Centre at Shatin, Central and Wanchai have

also be adjusted. Please visit hkiim.cuhk.edu.hk/imc/ for details.

Information in this section can only be
accessed with CWEM password.
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A Blocked Airway Keeps Good Sleep Away

SHBE AM EENSHAE [BRE] ?
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© At least six out of 100 adults in Hong Kong suffer sleep apnoea. It is commonly known that
¢ loud snoring is a classic symptom of the sleep disorder. But how loud must the snoring be?

i The tongue muscle of a patient with sleep apnoea is relaxed during sleep and so it sags and
i blocks the airway. The cessation of airflow for 10 seconds or more is defined as apnoea.
. Sleep apnoea is diagnosed when such cessation of airflow occurs five times or more per
: hour. Apnoea is severe if it occurs 30 times or more in an hour. Snoring takes place when the
¢ patient involuntarily takes a deep breath causing his uvula to vibrate. Occasional and short
¢ snoring without other symptoms such as daytime sleepiness, however, does not necessarily
* mean sleep apnoea.

¢ Obesity is a major risk factor for sleep apnoea. According to a study conducted by CUHK’s
¢ Faculty of Medicine, compared with the Caucasian, Asians have a shorter lower jaw and
¢ their airway can easily be obstructed. Asians who are not obese may be susceptible to sleep
: apnoea as well. Even children may fall victim to it, although the cause is different. ‘Children’s
¢ immune system is not fully developed. When they are sick, their tonsil would be enlarged
¢ to produce more white blood cells to fight the infection. This may lead to the narrowing
: of the airway,’” said Prof. David Hui, Chairman, Department of Medicine and Therapeutics
: at CUHK. In contrast, it is uncommon that adults with sleep apnoea would have enlarged
: tonsils.

i The test for sleep apnoea used to require hospital stay, but the queue for a bed in public
* hospitals can be very long. Besides, the attaching of sensors and gadgets to a patient’s body
¢ would affect the quality of sleep and the accuracy of the test as well. In a study conducted by
¢ the Faculty of Medicine between 2013 and 2014, home test or treatment was made possible
¢ by wearable testing and air-supplying devices. ‘We found that the home-treatment is at least
: as effective as the conventional hospital-treatment but the former could reduce the waiting
¢ time by about half a year,” said Professor Hui.

i As the patients of sleep apnoea gasp for air and wake up repeatedly during the night, they
¢ would feel sleepy in the daytime. Those who drive or need to operate machines would have
: an increased risk of accidents. Those who have loud snoring and daytime sleepiness should
. beware: There’s nothing like a good sleep.

M. Mak
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Prof. Michael Chan

School of Journalism and Communication
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Born and raised in the UK by Hong Kong emigrant parents, Professor Chan came to Hong Kong working
as an editor first, then studying for a PhD in journalism at CUHK and finally joining the School of Journalism
and Communication. He talked to the Newsletter on his parents’ home which he calls home now and what
the new media mean to our lives and the study of communication.
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What made you come to Hong Kong in the first place?

Fate. As a fresh graduate in London, UK, | had no definite plan of
what to do next in my life. | was then offered a job opportunity
in Japan. So | spent the next five years in Japan and ended up
working for a Japanese Internet startup. That’s when | got interested
in the Internet. | came to Hong Kong in 2001 and worked for the
publisher Longman.

Did you experience culture shock when you first arrived in
Hong Kong?

Not much. | belong to the generation of overseas Chinese who grew
up with TVB drama series and Canto-pop. That was the golden age
of Hong Kong entertainment and popular culture which found a
world market in the Chinese diaspora and was an integral part of my
family life. That kept me connected to the local culture and language
before | arrived here.

What made you pursue a doctoral degree in journalism at
CUHK?

While teaching for the City University of Hong Kong, | began part-
time studies on the media, first a master’s and then an MPhil. So a
PhD was the logical conclusion to that. Although I had no plan at the
outset to embark on an academic career, my interest in teaching and
research in media studies was gradually formed due in no small part
to the excellent professors | met along the way.

How do you find your students?

| found my undergraduate students hardworking and eager to learn.
They have their own opinions and are not afraid to express them, a
quality not always found in students from Asian countries. I've now
taught at CUHK for six years. | must say it’s a pleasure to teach such
intelligent and motivated students.

Human interactions are often conducted through a screen
these days. Is that a good thing?

Whether the Internet or the smart phone is a blessing or a bane is an
ongoing debate. Regardless, I think it’s a reality we have to live with.
Technology keeps us connected to one another and in many cases
makes our lives easier to order and manipulate. The flip side is, we
may get information overload or overwhelmed by engaging socially.
It all comes down to how we set to manage our screen time.

Are the social media culpable for the current polarization in
politics?

People and their views have always been polarized. Social media
allow people with similar views to cluster together and so make the
polarization more visible than before. Technology is not culpable of
anything. It only facilitates and engenders existing divisions.

The drop in literacy, especially among the young, sometimes
attract lamentation. But ubiquitous texting means we actually
write more. Why the paradox?

The notion of literacy is always changing. Most of us do not write
but type or press buttons now. So the act of writing itself changes,
too. Similarly, the notion of digital literacy is amorphous. It means
not only that one can use a device to send and receive messages
but also that one should be able to identify valuable information as
opposed to, say, fake news and understand what privacy matters
are in issue. &

T.C.
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