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Ever-fluid i
Nature > Form

Frank Vigneron and Art

A Traveller at Two Homes

Prof. Frank Vigneron got his Chinese name
E—2 (Wei Yikong) in 1998 upon the
request of the gallery which held his first
exhibition in Hong Kong. The Zen-like name
was given by his Chinese wife who knows
his work well. It literally means ‘one void’,
voidness being an essential element in

Chinese painting and philosophy.

Having a Chinese name may help a foreign
artist in Chinese-speaking communities, but
it brings more nuisance than convenience
in daily life, like receiving a cheque payable
to this name under which he has no bank
account, or failing to check into a Beijing
hotel room reserved under this name by an
event organizer.

Vigneron’s father worked for a shipping

company and had lived in England,
Madagascar, and twice in Hong Kong. ‘I
was born here, and then moved to Vietnam
and Belgium, before moving back to France
when | was nine. | was mostly educated
in Belgium and France.” With a PhD in
comparative literature, he can read classical
Chinese. He also received a PhD in Chinese
art history from the Paris VII University
and a doctorate in fine arts from the Royal

Melbourne Institute of Technology.

It was 1990 when, with only a working
knowledge of Mandarin, Vigneron returned
to his birthplace and began to discover
the beauty in Cantonese and the robust
local culture. He attributed his decision to
stay in Hong Kong to his fascination with
Cantonese.

Desert or Oasis?

Hong Kong used to be called a ‘cultural
desert’. In Vigneron’s words, ‘It has never
been farthest from the truth.” He pointed to
the enthusiasm in calligraphy and painting
since the early colonial days and the
vibrancy of the newspaper columns which
yielded many serious writers. lts lack of
art institutions was compensated for by the
existence of galleries and museums. The
Hong Kong City Hall, opened in the 1960s,
was built with a museum.

‘That Hong Kong is a cultural desert is a
platitude repeated by those who neither
spoke the local language nor understood
what’s going on here, he said. He also
emphasized that as the colonial government
exercised little control over art, Hong Kong
artists had more freedom to explore a
variety of arts in comparison to Taiwan and
the mainland.

To Flip or to Keep?

Art education is now available in many
places. But Vigneron thinks that the idea of
professors being the source of knowledge
is antiquated in the Internet era since
students are often just as knowledgeable as
their teachers. But ubiquitous information
gives rise to false information. ‘To help the
students select and make good use of the
information, we still need teachers. This
cannot be done by robots. We can adopt the
idea of flipped classroom, create content,
put it online and spend the contact hours on
leading the students on their projects.’

The migration from chalk and talk to flipped
classroom is resource intensive, however.
Vigneron had spent months on a 15-talk video
series on Western art theory and philosophy
for L-Art, an online art education platform
in China. He said, ‘Academic staff have to
deal with, on top of teaching and guiding
student projects, the pressures from research
and impact assessments to keep themselves
afloat by publishing. It’s understandable they
sometimes would rather stick to the lecture
and term paper format.’

Art vs Administration

Art and administration are

considered antitheses. Vigneron, an active

usually

plastician himself who joined the Fine Arts
Department of CUHK in 2004, has led the
department for the second year with subtle
detachment. ‘I'm not exactly a people
When discussing departmental
affairs, the person who's talking is in my

person.

eyes the department chair not me. Keeping
this distance is important.” He believes
that good management helps teaching and
learning, but modestly dismisses he has any.
‘You cannot tell a group of people each
with his/her own ideas and personality
what to do. I'm just here to put forward to
management what consensus was reached
in the department. Fortunately, | have a
strong team of support staff to handle the
nitty-gritty for me.’

Vigneron is the director of Rooftop Institute,
an NGO working mostly with secondary
school students in Hong Kong. Rooftop
invites Asian and local artists, many of them
graduates of the Fine Arts Department, to
conduct artistic research and discussions
on contemporary social and cultural issues.
He believes that all forms of art are agents
of emancipation and empowerment, and
hence has made social engagement a way
forward for the department. This summer
the department will roll out a credit-bearing
social engagement internship programme.

Comics will be a new feature to the
‘Comics  has

possibilities
that range from very amusing to deeply
meaningful,’ Vigneron.  Starting
September, a famous local comics artist

Stella So will teach a studio course while

department’s  curriculum.

incredible  varieties  and

said

Vigneron will teach comic book history
with a focus on the creative aspect of
contemporary comics. The department has
also signed an MOU with ESA Saint-Luc
in Brussels, which will bring Belgian art
students to CUHK for a semester of exchange.

As he sees it, the contribution of the Fine
Arts Department to the local art scene is
enormous. ‘Until about 10 years ago, CUHK
was the only tertiary institution in Hong
Kong offering art-making as a major. So
most of the original and successful artists
tend to have graduated from this tiny, tiny
department with an annual intake of not
more than 30. | wish to offer more studio-
based education to our students. But for the
moment we have serious space problem.’

Positioning and Classification

With the possibilities in cultural exchanges
multiplied by the super high speed of
information transmission, the way art is
made, thought and presented has greatly
transformed. Globalization has made fluid
or obliterated the boundaries of artistic
territories. Artistic practices have become
more diversified. Vigneron noted that
today’s art students have not been shy in
mixing into their works images, sounds and
videos from all over the world to arrive at
a distinctive style of their own. He found
that artistic style and influence are not very
helpful guides to contemporary works.
The dichotomies of East/West, traditional/
contemporary and public/private favoured
by art history and criticism tend to fall
into over-generalization, polarization and
exclusion, and hence are grossly inadequate
for the dazzlingly eclectic creative energies
today.

In place of the old mounds, Vigneron
proposes a relational model based on the
Piaget group. It places the public/private and
traditional/contemporary not as dichotomies
but as the two extreme points on two scales.
By integrating these two scales into one
system, he hopes it can make one see better
the simultaneous presence of various art
forms—including ‘native’ Chinese art, ink
art, plastician art and relational aesthetics—
that might seem antithetical but in fact are
not.

For example, the use of Chinese landscape
painting to connect people belongs as
much to the province of ink art as to that
of relational aesthetics. The works of Tsang
Tsou-choi, aka King of Kowloon, whose
artistic identity is constantly shifting in the
hands of the artists and curators of Hong
Kong—from his actual public inscriptions
to all thus
generated—could occupy several positions
in this Piaget group.

the curatorial experiments

So, how should one classify Le Songe Creux,
the series of works drawn by Vigneron with
technical pens and which was exhibited
in Hong Kong, Shanghai and Brussels as
ink art? Vigneron described it as ‘a novel
without a text, but still written with a pen on
a table; images without meaning but are still
divided into chapters.” It should be closer
to ‘non-traditional (contemporary)’ and as a
‘private’ practice in the Piaget group.

Home or Diaspora?

There is so much more to positioning
and classification than meets the eye. His
mother tongue, his early years in northern
France and his seven-year stay in Paris are
his three French roots. But those roots have
been left dry for some time. France is as
remote as his last doctorate in 2008. He is
hailed as a French artist in China. No such
fuss in Hong Kong. Amazon labels him a
Hong Kong artist. He may be as conscious
of identity issues as the art galleries, but he

has little clue.
S. Lo
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A Bit Like Coins,
A Lot Unlike Coins

Chew Seen-meng puts cryptocurrency into perspective
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hile the 2008 financial crisis shook the global economy, a reclusive cryptographer going by the

pseudonym Satoshi Nakamoto invented bitcoin. Dissatisfied with the conventional financial system, he

created this electronic version of cash that allows people to transact without interference from banks and
governments. The idea took off.

In the last few years, cryptocurrency has been making headlines, with thousands of kinds of digital coins attracting
attention from speculators. Bitcoin, the first and still the most popular cryptocurrency, saw its price rise from US$900
in December 2016 to almost $20,000 a year later, before falling back to about $5,000 in April 2019. Is cryptocurrency
the future of money, or just a risky bet? Associate Professor of Practice in Finance Chew Seen-meng weighs in.

Chips off the Block

Blockchain is the underlying technology of cryptocurrencies. While one may need a computer science degree
to fully understand its workings, Professor Chew offered a simple analogy to it: ‘Just think of blockchain as an
advanced database management system, like a giant Excel spreadsheet, which can manage, record and encrypt
all transaction data efficiently and securely.” In other words, cryptocurrency like bitcoin uses the blockchain
technology as its transaction ledger.

Instead of having a trusted central authority, e.g., a central bank, that keeps track of financial transactions, the
blockchain technology uses cryptography to remove the middleman and achieve peer-to-peer transactions. This
is particularly useful in financial areas that require fast, accurate and secure records. In trade finance, for example,
blockchain can simplify complex documentation and reduce the number of parties involved in cross-border selling
and buying, streamlining payment processes and lowering transaction costs.

Blockchain technology is also immutable and verifiable. Transactions become permanent record and cannot be
altered once written. Every record can be viewed by any participant, allowing everyone to verify the authenticity
of each transaction. By inhibiting data tampering, the system facilitates audit processes and enhances the security
of transactions.

The Other Sides of the Coin

Although the design of cryptocurrency is safe by default, drawbacks remain. Like gold, many cryptocurrencies are
in limited supply. For bitcoin, the supply is capped at 21 million units, which can be problematic for the monetary
system. ‘Money demand expands in tandem with economic growth, but if money supply is fixed, interest rates
could be driven too high, resulting in structural deflation, similar to the gold standard,” explained Professor Chew.

The anonymous nature of cryptocurrency transactions is another concern. The ability to conceal the origin and
destination of fund transfers makes cryptocurrencies highly attractive for money launderers and terrorists to use
for illegal transactions. Similarly, since users’ identities need not be disclosed in these virtual transactions, people
could use them to make cross-border payments for the purpose of evading taxes.

Expert Advice

In the course ‘Current Developments in FinTech’ he teaches at the Faculty of Business Administration, Professor
Chew, who was an economist at J.P. Morgan and International Monetary Fund, uses case studies to show his
students how cryptocurrency and blockchain have been used by companies to do business. He also shows them
economic models that have been developed to predict the elusive value of bitcoin.

However, splashing out on the volatile e-currency is not something he encourages. ‘At this point it is still a highly
speculative kind of investment, a playground for the rich. To ordinary people, | would say don’t burn away your
savings investing in cryptocurrency unless you have a full understanding of what it is and what you are getting into.

‘Having said that, it's good to learn about bitcoin, even if you are not going to invest in it, because digital currency
could become an important part of our lives in 10 or 20 years’ time if the blockchain technology becomes more
mature and gains a much wider user adoption,” said Professor Chew.

Cryptocurrency is still in its infancy. Time will show whether it will cause a revolution in the financial system or
turn out to be just another speculative mania like the dot-com bubble. The only thing we can tell for sure is that our
reality will never be the same again. [

Christine N.
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Goodbye My fove"

HAARAEHEIRN(RE) e XEntHREREERESHZ
— BEFREZHCGEEL  4A18Z 20 B RY IR FIBI IERIE QR -
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B X (W) REGBEZER () RERFEEMIANRER
BEEL (A=) ERERAEZE T8 (B H) - ZBIKOEHRE
BE—ERTEAT BIETANHMER SHREELMGTEE -

Organized by the Federation of Alumni Associations of CUHK, the drama,
My Love, is one of the University 55th Anniversary activities. My Love
featured its grand finale at Shenzhen Poly Theatre from 18 to 20 April after
touring the globe. Over a hundred alumni from Hong Kong, mainland and
overseas attended. The drama ended with its theme song, ‘Bo Wen Yue
Li” (Through learning and temperance to virtue), the University’s motto.
Dr. Norman N.P. Leung (1st left), Chairman of the Council; Prof. Rocky
S. Tuan (2nd right), Vice-Chancellor, CUHK; Prof. Xu Yangsheng (1st
right), President of CUHK (SZ); and Dr. Leung Fung-yee Anita (2nd left),
playwright and protagonist of My Love and Member of the Council, sang
as leading voices. The performance raised over HK$150 million in support
of CUHK’s and its Colleges’ future development, in particular for the
promotion of Chinese culture.

ARLEFEEEER
Business Students

Win International Case
Competition
METREREERSEBRRE/\ERR - .
THEXZ2EGEL R3A22BERN T HmEMARTHPHERGEER
AR E B (ATBICIE) R EE —FAMNENS BRESHEBE
PECFRNBIEMR ERZLREE - 2BROF KRBT EM R D
WM EERSNT WRADM S X AFE XN EEGRAATR-
Four students from the Faculty of Business Administration outdid 15 teams

from eight countries and walked away with the championship at the Central
European Case Competition held in Budapest, Hungary on 22 March.

The CUHK team comprising (from left, front row) Richard Law, Year 2
of the Global Business Programme and three International Business and
Chinese Enterprise Programme Year 2 students including Crystal Gee, Sean
Tam and Nicholas Ng. The participating teams had to solve two complex
business strategy cases of companies active in the Central European region,
and present their solutions in front of a professional jury.

M H BB R A IR &

Evaluation Framework Helps to Advance Social Services

HETEEXERAEFTSAEETELEY HRESS G B8 B IEF KB
RXBREHESHIRENES ITHEAELEETE  BAfIDZMELIRSS FFAZH 8B KA
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B et E22ETiziano Vecchiato % £ [+ 2 R e 7T (h B AR5 35 /R 22 -
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Funded by the Hong Kong Jockey Club Charities Trust, the Department of Social Work has launched
the Jockey Club MEL Institute Project which provides a certificate training course and mentored
practicum, to be augmented by an online knowledge hub, with the goal of sharing knowledge and
experience of Monitoring, Evaluation and Learning of (MEL) with participants.

The MEL framework provides rigorous and comprehensive training in programme evaluation. With
the application of the MEL framework, the effects of services are amplified, thereby improving
the capacity and sustainability of NGOs. The project will last three years, providing a total of four
rounds of training courses. Held on 13 April, the launching ceremony was followed by a lecture on
‘MEL culture and GIA approach to make the difference: European experience’, delivered by Prof.
Tiziano Vecchiato, an internationally renowned scholar and expert in social impact assessment.

YEEBERRANG
Valuable Documents of Military Yen Court Cases

AABYRERELERNCRRALE FHLOATFRBH—UBEETRES
BABM SREEREN _BHBEEEBERRENTR L RERMEKNE
KR REHEEE ENMC RSB THRARPEL XXM - W41 BRET
hREIEEE-

ZHXEBEELHEARE FR RERHE DRELNERRE c/HTE
NHMTZaBEH RMRBEEBRE L RE il AR ZEREEER
MBERBTEEN—FEH -

Mr. Wani Yukio, a Japanese independent journalist and historian, supported a lawsuit filed by
victims in Hong Kong in 1990s seeking reparation for the military yen issued during the Japanese

occupation. Though the lawsuit was rejected, Mr. Wani gathered the materials and information
related to the case and donated them to the CUHK Library on 11 April.

The historical documents, including seven boxes of court judgments, case summaries, oral histories
of victims in Hong Kong, news reports, and video tapes, are tremendously valuable as they provide
primary data of Hong Kong under the Japanese occupation, as well as the post-war law cases, for
historical, sociological, and legal research.

hAXRRIEEE M FREEIE
CUHK Receives 14 International Awards

ART=EMFEER KR THARRTH [FO+tERERERR] A1
EETmERE EhBaRBIMTAN [ DB RREE—BRESN
Ml RINHERMEMEEBC TRREBRN [NEFMEMA | EF 5=
MRS A B \ERE - MIERRE K ZEFEERIF X
SRBIAE -

Thirteen projects led by researchers from CUHK have received 14 awards
in the 47th International Exhibition of Inventions of Geneva. ‘BATS: Enabling
the Nervous System of Smart Cities’, the project launched by the Institute of
Network and Coding took home a Gold Medal. The Department of Surgery
and the Department of Mechanical and Automation Engineering were also
awarded a Gold Medal for their project, ‘Endoscopic Surgical Robot’; both
projects additionally received Congratulations of the Jury. Other awards
included one Gold Medal, eight Silver Medals, two Bronze Medals and the
Prize of the Ministry of Scientific Research and Innovation—Romania.

RIS RIE

Deconstructing Parkinsonism
TEReZEXTHBBBRRIHF T BE2RMNMANBR RS ZE
BB BESERTPO  BA KRR  JIKR B
Bl gRlE R BRETIREEEE  WRASBRAE
BURR EE T - AR 88 2 BAg0RI BROA RTAR A o RO B AR BB E T LM - R EUE -
FEAMEREBENFHRIERRE -POBESTMEETERBE DERS X FRINER] UBMHE-
On 11 April, the Faculty of Medicine established the Margaret K.L. Cheung Research Centre for
Management of Parkinsonism with a generous donation from Ms. Cheung Kam-ling Margaret.
The centre aims at unravelling disease mechanisms and developing early detection methods
and therapeutics of Parkinsonism by combining the strength of clinician scientists, neurologists,
psychiatrists, neuroscientists, radiologists and engineers. The centre will establish registries for
early stage Parkinson’s disease in Chinese subjects to collect data for predicting and monitoring
disease progression. The team of the centre has also developed Hong Kong's first custom-built in
vivo multiphoton microscope to advance the research.
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PEHREEEZFH LXHEHESEE
Mathematics Professor Honoured as SIAM Fellow

HERZIEPEUREXRN T XM ERFEESE Q20195 L URGME
MR D TR EMRERENBETEREIT] BER -

Prof. Zou Jun, chairman of Department of Mathematics, has been honoured by

the Society of Industrial and Applied Mathematics (SIAM) in the US as a fellow

of the 2019 Class. Professor Zou was awarded in recognition of his contributions

to ‘numerical methods and analyses of direct and inverse problems of partial

differential equations’.

NBRREERFRRESRE

NERETIEEM B2 RIBENBEEB2019F AR EE S RTREE T EHREEIN
M - BTG 8] A B E B A 8 Rt & RBE —RIBRIEIIAR - EARBRRE SR
R ESR -

BERBLERBEFIREB=FHNREC RINEHBELT=FRFEE REF MAZNOFERES
i AR —F SR — o

Six outstanding students from the Faculties of Engineering, Medicine and Science have been awarded
the Innovation and Technology Scholarship 2019 amounting to HK$150,000 each. These students will
participate in a series of initiatives, including overseas/mainland attachment, mentorship, a service
project, and a local internship programme to widen their international exposure and raise their passion
and commitment toward science and technology.

CUHK recipients were Leung Ho-man, Year 3 in electronic engineering; Wong Chung-hei, Cheung
Cheuk-sin Bernice, Lam Li-man Maggie, all Year 3 students, and Chiu Kwan-ho Nicholas, Year 4 student in
MBChB Programme; and Yeung Chun-yat, Year 2 in physics.

MFREBHEREIF
Al Helper for New Parents

IR A BB Bulb InnofME M &8 5 2 F# & A2 x\BBGuide & Dr. B>
HEAMBRIEL  SEAEN EMBEAEMAAEBERNSERNER
MATER BHFRE2ARBEEENNERREE Wikt @ FiED -

BBGuide B Z Mk TE =R BEXRRERNIAEZSHE—NE-
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Blub Inno, a CUHK start-up team, developed two mobile apps, ‘BBGuide’ and ‘Dr. B’, to help new

parents taking care of their babies’ developmental needs. The approach is holistic, delivering health
tips incorporated from artificial intelligence and advice from experts in pediatrics, speech therapy,

occupational therapy, and education.

BBGuide records the four important fields for the growth and development of a newborn to three years
old baby, namely movement, cognition, language and social systematically. Hence, parents can easily
grasp baby’s development progress. Moreover, BBGuide can analyze baby’s growth data and give intimate
parenting tips and reference articles every week.

Serving as a mobile paediatrics physician, Dr. B has a unique Chatbot function to diagnose baby’s sickness.
By interacting with the parents, Dr. B can automatically list out possible diseases of the baby. Parents can
also input a certain type of sickness. The Chatbot will ask some simple questions. Then, it will reveal
answers it arrived at using artificial intelligence analysis. Dr. B will also respond to the data provided by
parents, in line with external factors such as seasons and weather. Timely and intimate reminders will be
sent regularly.
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Investment Returns of Staff Superannuation Scheme

3.2019 1.4.2018-31.3.2019
%$ 4 =y & s A
Fund PN 2R P& 12 AR
s Benchmark g Benchmark
Unaudited Return Unaudited Return

#E
Growth 1.47% 1.40% 1.25% 0.44%
T
Balanced 1.49% 1.35% -0.42% 0.94%
=T
Smt\abl o 1.24% 1.29% —1.05% -0.43%
Eﬁ;ﬁv 1.92% 1.58% ~1.92% ~1.51%
BBIER
HK Index-linked 1.55% 1.59% -0.34% 0.03%
AS0F BIFE £
A50 China Tracker 3.61% 4.01% -3.68% -0.65%
BILIRITIF R
HKD Bank Deposit 0.17% 0.07% 1.73% 0.77%
ERITER
USD Bank Deposit* 0.25% 0.10% 2.67% 1.13%
SRITSRTTIE R
AUD Bank Deposit* 0.05% -0.08% -5.35% -6.77%
BRTTERI TR
EUR Bank Deposit* | —1-40% -1.39% -9.02% -8.82%
ANREESRITER

i ~032%  -089%  -4.35% —5.13%

RMB Bank Deposit*

BIERHIEFLH:
www.cuhk.edu.hk/fno/chi/public/payroll_benefits/mpf.html

For MPF Scheme performance, please refer to:
www.cuhk.edu.hk/fno/eng/public/payroll_benefits/mpf.html

* BRERZORESEEHRPEAN EXEE
Both actual and benchmark returns include foreign currency exchange difference for
the month
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HKIIM’s Third Satellite IMC Opens
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The Hong Kong Institute of Integrative Medicine (HKIIM) has established
its third Integrative Medical Centre (IMC) at Flat B, 1/F, Southorn Mansion,
1 Luard Road, Wan Chai with the support of the Shanghai Fraternity
Association. The centre is not only committed to providing innovative
specialized outpatient services in an integrated medicine approach, but
also devoted to create synergy and foster the development of integrative
medicine in the areas of service, research and education, thereby
benefitting the well-being of the society.

In addition of the medical team of HKIIM, IMC recently recruited Prof. Cai
Xunyuan who'’s research interests included kidney disease, andrologic
disease, and diseases in relation to traditional Chinese medicine internal
medicine. For details, please visit www.hkiim.cuhk.edu.hk/imc. For
enquiries and reservation, please call 2873 3053.
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The Musicians’ Discourse
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Two decisions assisted by technology in the Champions League quarterfinal between

Manchester City and Tottenham Hotspur on 17 April decided in high drama the latter team
could take the next step towards the top European trophy in football.

CEWARAE A T2 RALIE (BREHIS) #R

In the 73rd minute of the game, when City was leading 4-2, Tottenham’s Llorente bundled
the ball into the net of City. Video review showed that the ball bounced off his hip not his
hand. The goal was allowed, making it 4-3.

City’s Sterling scored in stoppage time but his goal was, after video replay, ruled out
because a teammate involved in the goal was found to be offside. The scoreline remained
4-3 but Tottenham advanced on aggregate (4—4) and on away goal advantage.

Football or soccer is a relative latecomer to the world of technology. When human referees in
other Big Money sports like American football, basketball, tennis, etc., have shared power with
technology, the Beautiful Game remains stubborn in admitting the algorithm onto its pitch.

VAR, or Video Assisted Referee, was only officially introduced in World Cup Russia last
summer. It is based on the Hawkeye Technology consisting of cameras that can take 600
pictures a second and a computer software that analyzes the data and feeds the result to
the headset or wrist device worn by the referee. The technology can capture the speed and
trajectory of the ball accurately and in real time.

VAR in football is currently employed to resolve if there is a goal and on penalty decisions,
red card decisions and mistaken identity in a card decision.

Apologists for the human referee sometimes argue that, as error-prone as he may be, the
odds of his favour or disfavour are the same. This time you're lucky; next time it may be
your opponent’s turn. Fickle as Fortuna, ain’t it?

At the Etihad Stadium on 17 April, however, the odds of Tottenham winning is only 1
in 4 without VAR, that is, if only Llorente’s goal is allowed and Sterling’s is not. In all
other scenarios (both goals allowed, both goals disallowed, and Llorente’s disallowed while
Sterling’s stands), City will sail on. Tech has made the Beautiful Game a fairer game, too.
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Sir Run Run Shaw Hall drew a full audience to watch the music documentary L.O.V.E.
in F.R.A.M.E.S., featuring Eason Chan. The film recounts DUO Band’s 2010-12 world
tour and their journey producing the music album L.O.V.E. in places such as the UK and
Guangzhou in the subsequent six years.

L.O.V.E. in F.R.A.M.E.S. was directed and edited by the band’s backing vocalist Cheung Kit-
bong who had crystalized their memories from 6,200 clips into a two-hour documentary.
It depicts how music bonds the team and features behind-the-scene stories of the music
album. Each DUO member has a distinctive personality, but they work seamlessly as a
team. The music director Carl Wong mentioned they were playful at times but also serious
in compositions and performance. That’s the way they nurtured rapport. Eason said, ‘I'd
rather spend time on team building and quality music production, even at the expense of
postponed album release.

Irene Ng, director of 1+ CARE Centre for Whole-person Development, moderated the post-
screening sharing. She asked the guests how they overcame their rugged music journey.
The lyricist Chan Wing-him’s reply received a rounding applause. ‘I try my best at work.
In my idle time, | strive to enhance myself and preserve my passion. There’s only Plan A.
Even if the going gets tough, I'd only do my best. A Plan B would only hold us back in the
comfort zone.

All the DUO members composed songs for the music album, which reflect their personalities
and encapsulate their feelings. To Be Together is jointly composed by the late guitarist Ellen
Loo and the pianist Anthony Sun. Ellen randomly tapped a few notes on Anthony’s piano
right before a performance, which inspired him to compose a dreamy melody. The lyrics
Ellen wrote describe how a narcoleptic treasures every moment of staying awake. It is like
working with the DUO team: every moment counts.

In the shrinking music album market, why did the DUO Band insist on the quality of
L.O.V.E.2 To reveal their sincerity and love for music. As Eason said, ‘The best music comes
from the heart. We have been head over heels in making music for the past eight years.

Such a relishing experience is worth recording in an album.’

J. Lau
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Nguyen Thi Hong Quy
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PhD Student in Chinese Language and Literature
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CUHK's only
postgraduate from
Vietnam talked

to the Newsletter
about studying

in her homeland
and in Hong Kong,
the uncanny
similarities between
Vietnamese and
Cantonese and
her yearning fora
bowl of authentic

Viethamese pho.
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What does the ‘Thi’ in your name mean?

‘Thi” exists only in the names of Vietnamese girls born in or
before the 80’s. It indicates nothing but the female gender.
More and more people are finding this word anachronistic
and take it out when naming their children.

| heard that you were a top scorer in the university
entrance exam back in Vietham?

Just one of the dozen top scorers nationwide that year. There
were only three subjects. Ten points for each. So it was very
likely for people to get the same high scores.

What kind of Chinese learning experiences did you
have before you came to Hong Kong?

I've been learning Chinese since high school. | got my first
degree in teaching Chinese as a foreign language in Vietnam.
During my third year | went on an exchange programme in
Taiwan. When | came back after six months, people started
telling me that my Chinese had a Taiwanese accent. | went
on to pursue a master’s degree in Shanghai and studied
international Chinese education. After graduation | returned
to my alma mater in Vietnam to teach Chinese and design the
Vietnamese curriculum for international students.

What made you come to Hong Kong for a
doctorate?

When Prof. Tang Sze-wing of CUHK'’s Chinese Department
came to deliver a lecture where | was working, he got to know
that I intended to pursue overseas studies. He encouraged me
to apply for the Hong Kong PhD Fellowship Scheme. Though
Professor Tang was in the US during my application cycle, he
always found time to discuss my research proposal with me. |
am so grateful for his generosity and help.

Please tell us about your research area.

My research focuses on comparing Putonghua and Cantonese
with Vietnamese. There are many striking similarities between
Cantonese and Vietnamese in terms of pronunciation,
vocabulary and grammar. Take ‘university’ for example. It
almost sounds the same in the two languages. They both have
as many as 30 end-of-sentence particles, while Putonghua has
only about 10. I hope to find out why.

You’ve been in Hong Kong for over half a year. Did
you experience any culture shock?

The biggest shock is when | need to order food in a restaurant.
There is so much pressure to make it snappy and without
hesitation. It makes me so nervous every time | go out to eat!

What is the biggest difference between studying in
Hong Kong and in Vietham?

Vietnamese students tend to be shy and reluctant to ask
questions to their teachers because it suggests they are too
dumb to understand what the teachers have said in class. In
Hong Kong, | discovered that, even though my classmates are
very smart, they also ask questions. | gradually changed my
mind-set too.

Which part of Vietham do you miss most?

I miss the noodles from my hometown Hanoi most. | dream
a lot about the aroma of the pho broth. Streets in Vietnam
are adorned by pho eateries. The savoury smell rushes to us
when we ride past on motorcycles. When | was in Vietnam
I did not particularly like having pho. But once | left home,
remembering that smell makes me homesick.

Is there any misunderstanding about Vietham held
by Hong Kong people that you want to clarify?

Not much that | know of. But if | have to say something: |
would tell Hong Kong people that besides Ha Long Bay, there
are many other places of interest in Northern, Middle and
Southern Vietnam. In the Northern city of Hanoi, one can
tour the Old Quarter with 36 exotic streets. In Hue of Central
Vietnam one can visit the ancient city of the Nguyen Dynasty.
Ho Chi Minh City in the South shows the young, commercial
side of Vietnam.

Christine N.
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