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The Business of

Measuring Social Business

Wong Hung and his

Good Impact Assessment Institute
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ssociate professor Wong Hung of CUHK’s
Department of Social Work was invited to
an interview to discuss ‘social enterprises’.
Shortly after sitting down, he clarified, ‘We prefer not
to use the term “social enterprises”. What we do is

social business.’

Social Benefits Above All

‘Social business’, coined by Nobel Peace Prize recipient
Muhammad Yunus, differentiates from ‘social enterprise’
that pursues optimization of both profit and social benefits.
‘Social business’” maintains social benefits as its highest
end. Rather than aiming for profit, it operates to remain
financially viable.

Professor Wong highlighted that many social enterprises
he came across in Hong Kong are fettered by a profit-
making goal with little time to deliver social benefits.
‘Worst of all, these social enterprises would become a
conduct through which a purely business mind-set and
model infiltrate NGOs and the community economy

insidiously,” he said.

Professor Wong’s team filed an application for the

‘Sustainable Knowledge Transfer Project Fund’ and
successfully secured funding in March 2018 to set up
the Good Impact Assessment Institute (GIA) two months
later. Most of the social service organizations and NGOs
in Hong Kong count on external funding—public or
private—for survival. As funders want to know if their
money has been put to good use, there is an increasing
demand to reveal how the funded organizations fare.
GIA’s emergence has partially answered this need, as
it provides assessments of different funding recipients
scientific methods

through including questionnaire,

interview and case study.

Before GIA’s inception, Professor Wong and his team
secured financial backing from the ‘Knowledge Transfer
Fund’ to assess small-scale projects with the aim of
promoting inclusive community. Assisting with the work
was Latvia Ng, a GIA project manager. She explained how
social benefits were given more gravity in their assessments
even then. ‘When we were previously doing a community
survey on a surplus food collection programme at a wet
market, every CUHK student administering questionnaire
surveys was paired with a neighbourhood resident to
interview the shop tenants. Local residents knew how
to get around the market and were on familiar terms
with everybody there. Our university students seldom
visited wet markets and were apprehensive of striking up
conversations, though they were very clear of the survey
content and goals. The cost of assigning one person to
handle the surveys might be the lowest, but our goal of
pairing interviewers was to promote cooperation and

communication between groups.’

Assessment Protocol

GIA currently follows a ‘3 M’ operation model. The first
M stands for ‘Measure’. A case in point is the institute’s
assessment of the ‘stair climber’ service initiated by the
Hong Kong Council of Social Service (HKCSS) to help
residents with mobility problems easily navigate the stairs
of the old tenement buildings they live in. GIA evaluated
the results of this initiative on whether it had given the
target clients greater living convenience and whether they

had been able to enjoy a broadened scope of activities,

hence enhancing their overall
being.

The second phase is ‘Manage’.
GIA doesn’t stop at providing
assessment

reports but goes

a step further in helping
improve  the

their

organizations

efficiency —at  using
resources through preliminary
assessment.  Professor Wong
explained, ‘We've seen many
organizations struggling with
their daily operational routines,
given the little resources at their
disposal. This gives them more
reason to learn how to allocate

resources, establish priorities

i

and conduct business with a

well-defined objective in mind.’

The third step to take is ‘Maximize’ their influence. Take for
instance the HKCSS ‘stair climber’ project again. If proven
that its impact on target clients and the community was
far-reaching and positive, GIA would share the case and

implement it more extensively.

The step of ‘Maximize’ reveals GIA’s uniqueness. GIA’s
vision is ‘to promote the social impacts of innovative
projects in building a sustainable and just society through
the provision of social impact assessment and consultation.’
Therefore, the institute will screen its customers, instead of
accepting all business offers with no questions asked.

Professor Wong’s so-called ‘customer selection’ criteria
take into account of whether GIA identifies with the vision
of the organization requesting assessment, whether it will
genuinely listen to and accept GIA’s suggestions and be
willing to cooperate to reap greater social benefits. He
disclosed that his team is negotiating for an assignment
to assess a group that screens documentary films in
the community. Its vision and goals resonate with GIA.
Although there exist no assessments and research studies
of a similar kind, Professor Wong is willing to give it a
try. ‘Rating scales are readily available for the majority of
conventional assessments, as with family services projects
done to improve parent-child relationships, for example.
There’s also no lack of agencies doing such assessment
work. But evaluating how documentary viewing can
change audience awareness has not been undertaken
before. There are no earlier references to draw on. Given
the complexities and novelty the project offers, GIA is

doubly determined to rise to the challenge.’

Platform for Public Intellectuals

It is not uncommon for academics to participate in social
activities. This is particularly true for scholars with a social
work background. In Professor Wong’s opinion, GIA
embodies the self-expectations of public intellectuals.
‘A public university has its own social responsibilities to
fulfil. Intellectuals employed at these institutions should
use their academic knowledge and research work to
drive social progress. There’s a necessity for some of
them to command on-the-ground knowledge of society’s
operation. Otherwise, the assessments they turn in hold
only superficial value and fail to raise real insights and

practical improvement recommendations.’

- ¥
A BEREHRHELEETABES
Students team up with the neighbourhood residents to interview tenants at Lok Fu Market
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A GIAFMAIBEz— AN SREE S DEEE] RENESRKRESE
A ‘stair climber’ installation in a HKCSS-led service initiative
assessed by GIA

Continuing this line of thought, Professor Wong pinned
his hopes on GIA becoming a platform to groom a new
generation of public intellectuals, using its intimate and
cumulative knowledge of neighbourhood residents,
civic groups, NGOs, the government and other different
stakeholders to further the social reach of research

projects.

As the interview drew to a close, Professor Wong said
with a tinge of melancholy: ‘Nowadays, many of the Hong
Kong young people are feeling hopeless and dispirited.
Sometimes | feel the same way too. Working at GIA enables
us to get more young people to be involved in our work
and this, in fact, is a good way to handle our agony and
create as much impact as we can.’ &

Yan L.
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018 saw Hong Kong bid farewell to many illustrious

personalities whose lives are deeply intertwined with

the city. An admirable attempt to pay tribute to these
extraordinary lives and times was made by the Shaw College’s
four-part assembly series ‘Great Lives, Great ldeas: Echoes from
the Past’. Mr. Ivan Choy, the mastermind of the retrospective, said,
‘Not only are these personages well-known, but they signify the
golden age of Hong Kong. Our students may feel unfamiliar with
these giant silhouettes of the past century, but if we invite experts
to illuminate their lives and the era they shaped, students could
gain insight into the evolution of our home city.’

The inaugural talk, ‘Chow Chee-keong and His Football Era’, was
delivered by Prof. Lui Tai-lok, Vice President of The Education
University of Hong Kong and a self-proclaimed football fan on
8 March. Chow Chee-keong (1948-2018), the Malaysian-Chinese
footballer who was considered Asia’s greatest goalkeeper, reached
the pinnacle of his career from 1971 to 1974 as he played for
South China in the local league. The football craze then, Professor
Lui says, had to do with the willingness of club owners to invest
in the teams and the economic model at that time—when people
went off work early enough to go and watch football matches.
The owner-centric system, however, proved both boon and bane,
as the team’s survival depended much on the owner. The rise of
televised football in the nineties also changed watching habits,

dealing the last blow to the local football ethos.

In her talk on ‘Jin Yong and the Eighties’, Dr. Margaret Ng draws
a fine distinction between Louis Cha (1924-2018) the intellectual
and Jin Yong the novelist. His 15 martial arts novels, produced
under Cha’s pen name Jin Yong in 15 years since 1955, create an
imaginary homeland where the Chinese diasporic subjects may
reconcile themselves to their Chinese roots. And a romantic world
it is, where ideals like honour and fidelity reign, and the heroes
actualize themselves as moral and spiritual agents at the turning
points of history. Contrary to the aspiration for freedom Jin Yong
demonstrates, Cha the newspaperman takes a more conservative
stance. He asserts democracy does not sit well with Hong Kong

and is going to wreak havoc on the city’s prosperity and way of life.

Next, Prof. Wong Nim-yan of the Department of Chinese Language
and Literature reveals the promiscuous side of Liu Yichang (1918—
2018)’s writerly career in ‘All Memories are Sodden: Liu Yichang
and Hong Kong Literature’. To survive on the margins of life and
make room for penning his experimental novels—amongst them
The Drunkard and Intersection, Liu made the compromise of
producing a plethora of romance and erotic dime novels. The
study of Liu’s erotica, Professor Wong thinks, will land us in an
advantageous position to understand the sacrifices the writer had
to make in order to follow his vocation.

Beyond these men of letters, the series also ventures into the
movie realm by having esteemed film critic and researcher
Mr. Po Fung recount the success story of Raymond Chow (1927-
2018), the legendary film producer who re-enacted the story of
David and Goliath. Golden Harvest, the film company founded
by Chow in 1970, effectively ended Shaw Brothers Pictures’
decades-long grip on the industry and market. Mr. Po ascribes the
movie mogul’s success to his discovery of Bruce Lee, the martial
arts superstar who lifted the company’s fortunes, the absorption
of talents from Shaw Brothers, flexible modus operandi like
the dividend model, and the making of Cantonese movies that
resonate with the Cantonese-speaking public. The big names we
know nowadays, including John Woo, Sammo Hung, Jackie Chan
and Michael Hui are spotlighted by this much revered ‘godfather
of the Hong Kong film industry’.

When asked if such a success story can be replicated, Mr. Po
plainly says ‘no man ever steps in the same river twice’. One can,
however, take home an important lesson from Chow: to play to the
winds coming in whatever direction, and zigzag diplomatically to
the goal. &

Translated by Amy Li
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Beautiful Asymmetries in the Universe
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‘The universe is beautiful. It's regretful that what we cannot see is far more than

what we can. That’s why | used “Beautiful Asymmetries in the Universe” as the title
of the lecture,” said Prof. Chu Ming-chung, Department of Physics. This marked the
fourth lecture of ‘The Pursuit of Wisdom’ Public Lecture Series, held on 24 May.

Professor Chu fell in love with astronomy when he was a junior secondary student.
Since then, he has continued studying the smallest particles in the universe. He
explained, ‘The new discoveries of Higgs Boson, dark matter, dark energy, black
holes, neutrinos and gravitational waves pushed the study of fundamental physics
into a golden age, paving the way towards understanding the origin and structure
of matter.’

He pointed out that CUHK researchers and students are active in participating
in groundbreaking research. ‘We took part in the Daya Bay Reactor Neutrino
Experiment and discovered a new type of neutrino transformation. By participating
in the ATLAS experiment, which is based at the European Organization for
Nuclear Research (known as CERN), we study the fundamental structure of matter.
Our team has recently been awarded funding in excess of HK$78 million from
the Areas of Excellence Scheme under the University Grants Committee. Starting
from 2011, two undergraduates and five to six postgraduate students are granted
research opportunities during a summer with CERN.’

BEERTIEMERE
The Scalpel and the Brush

A ZE: REERE HECKE BRRAERDERLE
From left: Enders Ng, Philip Chiu, Anthony Yim and Randolph Wong
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Besides sharp eyes and steady hands, what do surgeons and painters have in common?

According to Prof. Randolph Wong, attention to detail, careful management of an entire process
from inception to execution, and a single-minded pursuit of a desired outcome.

Professor Wong was one of the four CUHK surgeons who put their artistic output on display
at the Art Exhibition by Surgeons held alongside the iMISC (International Minimally Invasive
Surgery Conference 2019) at the Hong Kong Convention and Exhibition Centre on 10 and 11
May. The others were Prof. Philip Chiu, Prof. Enders Ng and Prof. Anthony Yim.

Professor Chiu is an accomplished artist of Chinese traditional painting in his own right.
Prof. Ng has effortlessly mastered many styles and schools of Chinese calligraphy. Professor
Wong’s medium is oil and he uses it to mimetic perfection. Professor Yim has just retired and is
devoting himself full-time to furthering his artistic interest. All are united by a passion for saving
lives with their scalpels and expressing how they think and feel with their brushes.

In addition to works of their respective genres, they exhibited one colloboration, ‘The Operating
Suites’, a composite painting of mixed media on cardboard depicting an oblique reflection of
surgeons’ life in the operating theatre.

EREIRSIBE
Applying VR on Mental Health Research
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CUHK, AXA Hong Kong and Oxford VR joined hands to pilot the first-of-its-kind
clinically-validated trial in Hong Kong using the virtual reality (VR) technology

platform for managing common mental health issues, such as social avoidance,
anxiety and depressive symptoms in people’s daily lives and work. A variety
of specially-designed scenarios offered in both English and Cantonese will be
developed for the trial.

(From left) Prof. Fanny M.C. Cheung, Pro-Vice-Chancellor, CUHK; Mr. Gordon
Watson, CEO, AXA Asia; and Mr. Barnaby Perks, CEO, Oxford VR signed the
contract on 29 April. The pilot scheme will recruit the public to participate and is
expected to be completed next year. Programme details will be announced in June.

FlES=]A
League of Entrepreneurs
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CUHK Entrepreneur Day 2019 was held by the CUHK Alumni Torch Fund on 10 and 11 May. Talks,
workshops, startup exhibitions and a showcasing of award-winning projects in the International
Exhibition of Inventions of Geneva were organized to inform the public of the latest entrepreneurial
trends and startup ideas.

The CUHK Entrepreneurship Competition, now in its third year, took place on the first day, with
five finalists competing for over HK$100,000 worth of prizes. Parami Co. Ltd., a software company
specializing in chatbots and automated customer service, took home the championship. First
and second runners-up were Deepblu Inc, an online scuba diver community, and Intelligent

Sensing Limited that produces wearable devices for blood pressure measurement, respectively.
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Three Wins in a Row
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To Hei-tung Elizabeth (Philosophy, Year 4), a French
minor in the Department of Linguistics and Modern
Languages, clinched the top prize in the 10th Pearl
River Delta Interuniversity French Speech Competition
held in Shenzhen University on 23 March. It was
the third year in a row that CUHK students won the
championship. Elizabeth was awarded a fully-sponsored four-week language immersion

course in Lyon, France in the summer of 2019. The competition was co-organized by the
Consulate General of France in Guangzhou, the Consulate General of France in Hong
Kong and Macau, and the Association of French Teachers in Hong Kong and Macau.

AR E MR IR
Attempt on Reducing Children’s Myopia Progression
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The ophthalmology team of the Faculty of Medicine launched the world’s first ‘Low-
concentration Atropine for Myopia Progression (LAMP)" study in 2016. A total of 438
children aged four to 12 years with myopia were recruited for the five-year study which
comprised four phases. Findings from the first year revealed that low-concentration
atropine eye drops could reduce myopic progression for school children by up to nearly
70%, with much reduced side effects. These findings have been published in the journal
Ophthalmology. The team is about to launch the second phase of the study to further
investigate the efficacy and safety of long-term use for the low-concentration eye drops
and their roles for preventing the onset of myopia.
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Composing for Hong Kong Philharmonic Orchestra

BRAEMRMEEL (£) &&E
BER (h) BEBERLEEF

HANET R ﬁﬁiﬂ’ﬂ’ﬁuufh
REFNAELSER HRERA
BEMYS - BEBENEBEEFE LR
RETERH S L2b S B FMiE L2
- R R AN A1 BB B IR

Dr. Chan Kai-young (left), lecturer of
the Department of Music, and Alvin
Tam Lok-hei (right), an alumnus of the department, were commissioned to compose
for the Hong Kong Philharmonic Orchestra’s 2019-20 season. Dr. Chan’s work will
be performed in the orchestra’s China tour in Shanghai in November 2019, with two
subsequent performances in Hong Kong. Currently a doctoral candidate at Indiana
University Jacobs School of Music, Alvin’s work will be premiered in their subscription

concerts in January 2020.

—INMEERBIFR =T
Yi Xin Bridge Wins International Acclaim

PR FERSZ EERAEK
BREBARBEE EEEHR
NEZMMBER [—O0F]
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The Yi Xin Qiao bridge project in Dujia Village, Chongging, has been awarded the Jury’s
Award of Sustainability Achievement of the Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors
Awards China 2019 for its outstanding ideas and achievement in environmental

SRR [—OB BEE-+—K

protection, sustainable development, rural public welfare and innovative technologies.
CUHK, Tsinghua University, Chongqing Jiaotong University and Chongging University
collaborated on this project. Measuring 21 m long and 3 m wide, with a usable surface
of 2 m wide, and constructed with 700 moso bamboos, the Yi Xin Qiao bridge is the
longest among modern bamboo bridges in the rural mainland.

= 1 5 I8 / ANNOUNCEMENTS \\\
HEBRIBEIRE

New Associate Vice-President
AEZEFREBLIABEANEK (BIFREX)
QTRRAER EH=F-

The University has appointed Dr. Daniel H.S. Lee as Associate

Vice-President (Innovation and Enterprise) for a period of three
years from 27 May 2019.

' [20194 54

MRREE ] RIEES) 2019
Natural Moxibustion Health Campaign 2019

RIBETRERE REERGENTATAESATFARITLRER
BADERE  WMAEFFENAT

To promote health of the public, the School of Chinese Medicine will launch a Natural
Moxibustion Campaign from mid-July to mid-August 2019. Details are as follows:

[REBE]  RAFKEM

HE Date K First dose A {X Second dose AREK Third dose
12.7.2019 22.7.2019 12.8.2019
FFfE Time 9:30 am - 4:30 pm
125 Venue BARIAEHBERDEERRHESL
CUHK Chinese Medicine Specialty Clinic cum Clinical Teaching and Research Centre
EH Fee HK$540

R4 Registration  https://clinic.scm.cuhk.edu.hk/clinic/nm_index.aspx  10.6.2019 (10 am)

&3 Enquiries 3943 9933

N EEIEd={EENDE

Investment Returns of Staff Superannuation Scheme

4.2019 1.5.2018 — 30.4.2019
E® FEBRBRE HERR KEBLEE EEEH

Fund Unaudited Benchmark  Unaudited  Benchmark

Return Return

#EK Growth 2.82% 2.50% 2.87% 1.90%
F-{# Balanced 1.84% 1.87% 0.90% 2.46%
&E Stable 0.63% 0.46% -0.06% 0.94%
FHBIZE HK Equity 1.95% 1.81% -2.38% —1.77%
E% HK Index-linked 2.21% 2.25% -0.60% -0.26%
A507REIFE 28 A50 China Tracker 3.90% 4.07% 4.00% 8.37%
7 LER1 7173 HKD Bank Deposit 017% 0.07% 1.79% 0.82%
FEITER1T17 3K USD Bank Deposit* 017% 0.04% 2.67% 1.10%
SBITERTT1F 3 AUD Bank Deposit* -0.79% -0.91% -4.55% -5.98%
Bl TER7717 3K EUR Bank Deposit* ~0.26% ~0.25% —7.41% —7.21%
AR 8R1717 5% RMB Bank Deposit* —~010% 019% -3.87% -4.60%

BESEIEFELH:
www.cuhk.edu.hk/fno/chi/public/payroll_benefits/mpf.html

For MPF Scheme performance, please refer to:
www.cuhk.edu.hk/fno/eng/public/payroll_benefits/mpf.html

* BERERZRLDRC BEEHBRRNZEXED)

Both actual and benchmark returns include foreign currency exchange difference for the month
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ShaEEE A Tmik
When Al Becomes AT (Arbiter of Taste)
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BOES: [BEAY SEME ] SHERK—FAEETH EAFSELELRIEST B
HUSBHINEAHE - B  ABERATEREIEERR 2 - :
BAMEETERRE MAEFSBEDAALSHETH - EREMUberE  AIRERHE
FEREZFD BT T 8% BN BB IRARSITH 8-
Airbnbf) 2 F R M ERMT—%F MR NRFESIEETE  BH
HEFTHHE -

MIRERSE B FeBayEE 2 K Hugo Liuw AATEEEERBAEZRY S5 R
LB IA R B LB R - BT HIArtAdvisor P4 » AR B BRI RWMA T
BEE UKEBEEBMRIEEOEGALTISEE- .
RE-MHEEERTE XSPETENBNRTE  bHEYSRETERLK - AR

Y BNRESER ¢

BRI PRBMBECH NRRRRMRELEEABEEMRALE W AR EES :
BRb MEHMS EETATMEBHARE- :
SEIR - HELUEE T Thread Genius® R EHBIZHBIE AT LA H S BEE B GARI A
Bl - hn Lz AT EEEIMei Moses index (—EEABATSEERESEFNEMMER
MEURE) - BRI EUA TR MR E PR BN EMmaRE MR RS -

H— A2 mearto.com FIABES WK RNEABBERSBRNTELE B
Flefti tB8iMmtE - WA —9F: [FK58 —H2imESZ D ZEMAR
A ERFIER

FRABMBEREH —AAAEE BREEVF RIFEHMRALZ— URIBNIERE
RELIERNRRLR EREMER - LREXNKE-

One man’s meat is another man’s poison. As the Latin maxim de gustibus non est disputandum goes, :

g:
o

there is no right or wrong in the matter of taste, and no one’s preference is better than another’s.

hence off-limits to Technology, Big Data or Al.

turn be invited to rate his service.

ratings from landlords may have difficulty finding future accommodations.

Hugo Liu, a taste researcher and principal scientist of eBay, has employed Al methods to

arrive at concise and actionable profilings of artists.

Even the multibillion-dollar art market, which used to be under the sway of cognoscenti, is :

tiptoeing around the door of Big Tech. Some advocate for the establishment of a central registry
of art objects enabled by blockchain technology so that provenance, ownership, condition and
transaction history can be rendered accurate and transparent for all players on the market.

previously sold at auctions, for making Al-based recommendations on art to its clients.

The Denmark-based mearto.com is another art evaluation website that uses extensive
databases on auctions and high resolution imagery to provide online appraisal. A statement

appraisals are nearly always the result of a partnership between man and machine.’

CUHK has a reputable fine art discipline and museum facilities and machine learning is one :

of its strategic strengths. It is not inconceivable that it will in time become a centre for the
arbitration of taste.

REILD ”
. Soul of Scripts

Sl

Ny,

A
A

DARR
D ARRENRE LRBEABIEREES

. exposed himself to diverse scripts like the stone

: inscriptions from the Northern Wei dynasty

discover hidden patterns in people’s choice of food, music, fashion, spouses and even baby : and the seal script in the Qing dynasty. As

names. His startup platform ArtAdvisor combines machine learning and taste-based Al to : {ime passed, the scripts and strokes of various

. schools cemented in his mind. ‘Instead of e ‘g
pursuing fame, we should embrace calligraphy

leisurely and wholeheartedly to appreciate the &\

depth of Chinese culture,” said Li. >

. | admire the vigour and antiqueness of Li’s

In January, Sotheby’s bought Thread Genius, a pattern recognition startup whose algorithm : c;jligraphy. He mentioned that the spirit of

can identify similar objects based on digital images. Sotheby’s will develop it in conjunction | hinese calligraphy, however, had moved from

with another acquisition, the Mei Moses index, a database of over 50,000 images of works the ‘Age of Study Room’ (for conveying virtuous values) to the ‘Age of Gallery’ (for the sake

£ + U & / ARTSPRIN & os
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RBREXYTIE TRADEBRIGERL WEXZFANBEBRAMNLE +ZRERE
REBA BRFRNBERSIEE - et :
[BEETEKERN MRS T E A s RIEPELAIBERIER -

| BREFREHETEE LB BECAXAREN [BEHR] SRVRE LN [RE
LB (EARABESANSE®: TREBARRITABI EEVARRAE m
AL E L)

Calligraphy is akin to wine appreciation. Vintage means quality. S.H. Ho College has been

i showcasing 30 calligraphy works and seal carvings of the renowned Chinese calligrapher
. and seal engraver Prof. Li Gangtian (left) since February. Li has been in the ink world for
¢ almost six decades. Viewing his work was like taking a stroll in a garden of calligraphy.

© The exhibition showcases his calligraphy works in oracle bone, seal, clerical, regular and
. running scripts. His seal carvings include Ink Play and A Pure Heart in a Jade Vase. Seal

) ) ‘ ) o ) : engraving is an art that straddles the script’s simplicity and the artist’s engraving skills. The
Human taste is often considered too intractable to be subject to quantification or algorithm, © slender, balanced and round seal character ‘ink’ impressed me with its naturalness. The

© exhibition displays works he engraved at the age of 65. It’s no small achievement to engrave

But evaluation is also at the heart of the new economy. When you look for an Uber, you are : the seal characters in even thickness and clear lines.

iven the recommended driver and his rating. After you complete the journey, you will in :
B v ! 'ng you P Journey, you Wittt : Due to his father’s work in cultural relics, Li had access to bricks and tiles from the Qin
¢ and Han dynasties during his childhood. His passion for calligraphy and seal engraving

Airbnb hosts and guests evaluate each other, too. A guest who has received consistently bad © was ignited at an early age. Besides borrowing calligraphy samples for practice, he also

A Seal carving Ink Play

: of experimenting with art forms). ‘Calligraphy is sometimes performed as dance or music. But
: when calligraphy becomes a behavioural art, when form takes precedence over meaning,

how can it still cleanse the soul?’
on its website speaks of the art world entering the age of artificial intelligence: ‘Nowadays, :

J. Lau

[RERES

FHIAEEZAERR] REOERMRBEFEMTRERSET RAZI10811B - 2BAS -

&3 shho-college@cuhk.edu.hk °
¢ The Chinese Calligraphy and Seal Carving Exhibition is held until 11 October at the gallery on the ground

T.C. floor of Chan Chun Ha Hall, S.H. Ho College. Admission free. Enquiries: shho-college@cuhk.edu.hk.
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Prof. Wong Wing-shing

=EEhREE
Master of S.H. Ho College

<.

Sme-—BYrzx@Res ERALE
Bt 88U LLHRME
A—EHNRE-
The Master of S.H. Ho College takes
joy in being an atypical dad 24/7 in his
hillside abode he calls home. ()
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It has been almost a year since
you became the Master of S.H.
Ho College. What are the joys and
pains?
No pains. But because College
activities are always taking place, my
schedule is less stable and there are
times | have to deal with emergencies
during the holidays. As for joys, | am
happy for the chance to get to know
different
attend
communal dinners at least twice a

undergraduates  across

academic  disciplines. |
week, and also see students during
evening activities. It is a drastically
different experience from my time
at the Graduate School, when | was
mainly responsible for institutional
planning and supervising graduate
students. My wife used to take care
of household matters, but now she
also takes part in College activities
and helps organize the 10 tea
gatherings with students throughout
the year.

Young people long to be away
from home, yet S.H. Ho makes
‘home’ its core value. Isn’t it
counterintuitive?

What we wish to bring out when we say ‘home’ is
not paternalism, but a cosy, congenial environment
where people respect and talk openly to each other
like a family. We are trying to avoid top-down
management. Students are part of this family—
they enjoy rights and are bound to shoulder group
responsibilities. More so, | hope our College can be a
shelter in their learning journey. Here, they can find

the spiritual support and replenishment they need.

What are the ways to get students out of their
rooms to participate in group activities?

Only carrots, no sticks. There has been a small
group of students who are lukewarm with event
attendance, and we are trying to find out why. Heavy
course loads can be one reason, but we don’t believe
it’s the full story. Almost unfailingly, student-initiated
activities are more popular, which is natural. Students
are putting them forth because they feel interested;
of course they are going to ace that.

Can you name some landmark events?

We hope to cultivate students’ curiosity, empathy
and indomitable spirit in the face of hardships. The
students in our Medical Society once proposed to
perform health checks for foreign domestic helpers
in Hong Kong. Though the costs were exorbitant,
Our
Runner Force, founded in 2012 and joined by 30 to

the campaign was tremendously meaningful.

40 teachers and students, has members jog together
and run in international competitions. The drills
instil self-discipline, stamina and comradery among
the runners. The College also offers full support for
students to join international contests, a particularly

Photo by ISO
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memorable one being the DMZ (Demilitarized Zone)

e
-

International Peace Marathon in Korea.

Any goals you want to achieve during your term
of office?

While studying hard, most students are not curious
enough and they seldom reflect upon their learning
goals. Though information is everywhere, it’s rare for
students to show initiative in arriving at a thorough
understanding, and as a result, their knowledge
remains deplorably superficial. Heightening students’
curiosity and hence pushing them out of the cocoon
of passive and sedentary learning is a challenge |
would like to take.

Do you take cues from the relationship with your
daughter while interacting with students?

When my daughter was small, | read her a bedtime
story every night. | am an introvert who warms up to
people slowly. She can elicit my emotional side and
we are like friends. | hope my students will not see
me as an aloof and distant master, but a friend they
can chat with casually.

What is your favourite spot in this home on the
hill?
The Oasis. There were nights when | was partaking
in students’ mini-concerts, where they leisurely sang
and played instruments as they improvised along the
way. Under the tender light, | rested on the bean bag,
listening to the flowing melodies and gazing far into
the light spots winking on the opposite shore of Ma
On Shan. It was mesmerizing and relaxing. [&

S. Lo
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