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Sweet Delight

md Endless Night

Voyaging into the inner sanctum
of psychologist Sarah Luk
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/ ow long is your article? How many sections
and themes are there?” On meeting the
educational psychologist Dr. Sarah Luk in

the quaint Ho Tim Building, | was asked point-blank the

particulars of writing as she tried to condense the 11

questions she got prior to the interview. An hour later, the

photographers arrived. Spotting the Nikon D750 digital

SLR camera, her eyes glowed. ‘Mind if | take a look at that?

Shall we take a picture together? Can we publish it?’

Talking to Sarah is a bemusing experience: soon it became
hard to tell who the interviewee is. Her curiosity and
ingenuousness tore down the invisible walls between
people with seemingly no effort and endeared her to
all. For more than a decade, this Professional Consultant
of the Department of Educational Psychology has come
to the aid of children and adolescents struggling with
learning, emotional and social problems, and she is
also the confidante of soul-searching adults. Under her
wand, headstrong gifted children and special educational
needs (SEN) students are tamed and pour their
hearts out. This knack of hers elicited heartfelt
confessions from veteran politicians like Emily
Lau and former Financial Secretary John Tsang. A
moment came in our interview when | confided
a thing or two in her. She gave two light pats on
my shoulder and at that instant, | knew she had

turned from an interviewee to a counsellor.

The trajectories taken by the human heart and
the psychologist herself are convoluted: so |
started with the basics and let her talk about
educational psychology. ‘Educational psychology
is an important branch of psychology, which
avails itself of the science and research methods
developed in psychology to make sense of
our learning processes and outcomes,” Sarah
explained. ‘The phrase “learning processes
and outcomes” is deceptively simple, as it
encompasses different constellations of topics
ranging from student behaviour, emotions,
cognitive ability and personality; the moderation
of learning environments, such as schools and
the classroom; teacher-student relations, peer
relations, to things in the greater scheme such as
society, family and education policy—how they
influence students’ learning and personal growth.” When
expounding that educational psychologists are children’s
guardians with a mission to protect their rights to live, learn
and grow, in such a way they may lead a full life, Sarah
frowned slightly and looked sober, her eyes waxing into
dark unfathomable waters. ‘Everyone has a different caliber.
Some are SEN students, some are gifted, but so what? The

key is to help them identify their goals and meanings in life.’

The Quest for Meaning

Meaning is what Sarah holds dear to her heart for her
whole life. She is a Christian, and since childhood, her
mind has been filled with questions on religion, philosophy
and suffering, what the source of pain is and why humans
have to die. Hoping to get answers to these questions, she
read religion and philosophy in her undergraduate study.
She loved to teach, but it was difficult for a religion and
philosophy graduate to land a teaching job. She therefore
worked as a textbook editor for a year before finally
becoming a teacher. Her teaching experience at Band 5
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A random sketch Sarah gifted to the writer,
with the postscript: ‘Stay calm and be wise
during difficult times’

and Band 1 schools rekindled her interest in psychology
which she studied during matriculation. The seeds sowed
then sprouted into passions for educational psychology. A
lover of language, Sarah focused on dyslexia early in her
career, where she was given ample opportunities to look
up-close at the linguistic features of words. Her doctoral
thesis proposes two instructional approaches to aid dyslexic
students in their learning of Chinese, which now see wide
adoption in local primary schools. Later, the psychologist
also conducted on-the-field training with teachers. Up
till now, around 4,000 primary teachers of Chinese have

been trained.

But Sarah didn’t settle in the field of dyslexia. Around four
or five years ago, she started her work with gifted children,
especially twice exceptional children. ‘Twice exceptional
children refer to those highly intelligent children who
suffer one or more disabilities such as attention deficit

’

hyperactivity disorders, autism, dyslexia, etc.,” she took a
deep breath and smiled bitterly. ‘All are hardcore cases.
These children have a lot of potential, yet they achieve
so little. It’s like a Ferrari running at a bicycle’s speed.
Take hyperactive gifted children as an example. They are
curious, keen to learn and grasp things quickly, but as they
cannot persevere, they go round and round in circles in

their lives and achieve very little,” she sighed.

The Reluctant Heroine

The choice of gifted children as her own ‘hell’
may have to do with an inconvenient fact:
Sarah is gifted herself, and she sees herself in
these children. What others regard as a halo
appears to be gall to her, and this is an identity
she reluctantly owed up to only one to two
years ago due to work. She noted hesitantly,
‘To me, being gifted is more curse than
blessing. People are transfixed with this label
and cannot help heaping unrealistic hopes on
you. Be it hyperactive, autistic or dyslexic,
these labels only serve to describe a small
part of who a person is. Psychology addresses
the full person, and there is more to a person
than what is seen with these labels. We hope

people can take a holistic view.’

But giftedness does have its merits. More often
than not, it wins her trust from gifted kids
and their families, and a touch of viscerality.
Three years ago, a mother brought along her
son of 1Q 140 to see her, complaining that
her little one had pondered on becoming a
beggar. She asked him for the plan, to which
the Form 3 boy answered with the time,
venue, various costumes and images he had
considered. ‘Why not? Life planning asks us
to make informed choices. He is passionate,
he’s got plans, nobody can stop him.” Sarah,
a lukewarm learner when small, and the
pauper aspirant seemed to have hit it off, to
the dismay of the incredulous mother. Asking
the mother to wait next door, the two gifted buddies had a
téte-a-téte in the room. ‘Do you really want to be a beggar?’
Yes.” ‘Why?’

‘Miss Sarah, have you ever stood at the roundabout of the
subway near the Cultural Centre in Tsim Sha Tsui, watching
the passers-by? Human faces are such an intriguing sight,
and begging such a meaningful and profitable trade. Let’s
go and try—there you will see a microcosm of Hong Kong.’
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‘That is meaning,’” said Sarah. She went on to ask begging
aside, how can one come to appreciate the innumerable
facets of life? This time, the high school boy divulged his
innermost desire: reading Sociology at the university. What
mended the rift and made his wish come true were love
and understanding: the parents who fancied a rosy path for
their son as a professional chose to let go and support him to
study the subject in the UK, through which the gifted child
may survey the beautiful lives he marvelled at and loved.

Ars Longa, Vita Brevis

Sarah told me a psychologist should possess a sober mind
and a feeling heart. She should put herself in others’
shoes but also be able to bail herself out. But humans are
sentimental beings; how can one be completely detached
and master this balancing act between sense and sensibility?
She conceded, ‘Psychologists are a high-risk demographic
who may prove impotent in curing themselves. | always warn
myself not to be too absorbed in my subjects’ quandaries,
and to learn to detach.” Oil painting and music are balms
to the psychologist and also muses to her healing work.
She noted the striking parallels between counselling and
oil painting: both of them welcome correction to improve
on their expressions. Each painting, like a child, is unique,
because one cannot mix the same colours twice. Painting
requires patience. ‘If you put in a wrong stroke, the paints
will not dry in a week, nor is it feasible to use a dryer. Just

like we cannot force a child to grow up.’

Speaking of music, another passion of hers, Sarah pointed
to the corner where the cellos stood majestically. ‘Life is
so busy that by the time | get home I'd be too tired to do
anything. This music corner allows me to switch straight off
from the working mode to self-expression.” She explained
a psychologist has to understand her own emotions before
intervening in a case. ‘If you are not aware of your own
mental state, you may not be as empathetic as you like to
be.” She added, ‘Music is my strength and stay, which allows
me to savour my own emotional undulations and empowers
me to weather the storms.” She stood up the cello and set
the bow across the strings. Its solid, deep and elegant tone
reverberated throughout the room and transported us to

another realm. ‘Cello’s deep voice resembles human wail,’
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she remarked calmly. | reckoned that was unmistakably her

|

voice: warm, thick and tender, with elegiac undercurrents
running beneath her composure.

During the interview, the psychologist shared with me her
favourite German Romantic painter Caspar David Friedrich
(1774-1840) and his artworks. Probably because of the loss
of mother at a young age, and the tragic death of his younger
brother who drowned in a frozen lake as he came to the
painter’s rescue, melancholy, desolation and hints of death
permeate Friedrich’s canvases. The lonesome figures under
his strokes, such as the wanderer standing above the wreaths
of fog, the man and woman holding each other’s hands on
the prow, and the woman at the window all have their backs
to the spectator, and we are unable to see their faces. Still,
their presence wears a forlorn and sorrowful complexion,
and crystallizes intense emotional tensions. The wanderer,
standing on a rocky precipice and gazing afar, seems at once
to conquer nature and to acquiesce in his own insignificance
in it. In Two Men Contemplating the Moon, the tree is
uprooted, with the claw-like branches colonizing the dusky
sky. The waxing crescent moon gazed at by the men,
however, signals hope for redemption. Probably such is the
landscape of life: at times full of sound and fury, signifying

nothing, yet at times teeming with profound revelations and
meanings. At times so dark as to have all hopes extinguished,
yet at times exuding such luminescence that seems to
last forever and makes one unwilling to let go. Just like a
psychologist who is indescribably moved by her subjects
and their plights and couldn’t help identifying with them,
and yet who still has faith in the power of healing. Sarah
asked me at some point: Is this your dream job? Where will
you be after 10 years, at CUHK or elsewhere?

| think there’s no forever in this world. As described in a
poem by one classical Chinese poet, handwritten by Sarah
and pinned both on her door and above her desk, many
things are just footprints in the snow. But some footprints
are more indelible than others: how words and art move
us, what one soul communicates with another, and what
life’s changes counselling can bring. The painter’s jagged
career and posthumous life is such a case in point: suffering
obscurity in his later years and after his death, the artist
had another blow dealt to his fame due to the Nazi’s
appropriation of his works. But like a butterfly, what he has
painted eventually managed to break out of its cocoon and,
in its imperishable and simple way, holds humans in awe

with its divine grace and beauty. [
Amy L.

A TREEERATA- AR BHRRAZRER AE26 R (HBLMRA) - (N L) M (EENZA)

Sarah'’s renditions of three paintings by Caspar David Friedrich, from left to right: Wanderer above the Sea of Fog, On the Sailing Boat and Woman at the Window
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by the Faculty of Law, built upon the success of the

Chinese Customary Law Seminar Series in 2014-16,
has been extremely popular and impactful. It is the brainchild
of Prof. Lutz-Christian Wolff, Dean of Law and Wei Lun
Professor of Law and Prof. Steven Gallagher, Associate Dean
(Teaching and Learning) of the Faculty of Law.

T he Greater China Legal History Seminar Series offered

Professor Wolff said, ‘Through this seminar series the
Faculty of Law of CUHK has been able to establish a highly
respected forum for the intellectual exchange between
parties from all walks of life on legal history and its impact
at present and in the future. The series has fostered a vibrant
knowledge transfer back and forth between academia
and the legal profession. Its success also demonstrates our
Faculty’s academic leadership in the Greater China region.’

The fifth season kicked off with a sometimes macabre but
always thought-provoking lecture given by a returning
speaker. On 20 September, Prof. Norman P. Ho of the Peking
School of Transnational Law in Shenzhen and an expert on
pre-modern Chinese legal history and legal theory delivered
a talk titled ‘Mutilating Corporal Punishments and Theories
of Punishment in Traditional Chinese Legal Thought’ to a
packed lecture hall in the Faculty’s town centre in Admiralty.

Mutilating Corporal Punishments (MCPs) go back almost
4,000 years in the Shang dynasty when tattooing (inscription
on the face of the offender), amputation of the nose or either
or both of the legs, castration and death were practised
on offenders. MCPs were officially abolished in 167 BC
by the Confucianism-advocating Emperor Wen (r. 180-157
BC) of the Han dynasty. During Han and the subsequent
dynasties, mutilation was gradually replaced by less severe
or permanent forms of corporal punishments such as beating
and head-shaving. But throughout the millennium since their
abolitions, legal and jurisprudential debates on MCPs and
appeals for their reinstatement went on.

Ingenious arguments had been advanced by both the anti-
MCP and the pro-MCP camps. Central to the argument
of the former is that the carving of visage or the maiming
of limbs is irreversible and hence precludes redemption.
Emperor Wen took pity and asked himself: ‘When the
mutilating punishments are applied, members are cut off
and the skin is carved, (so that) to the end of one’s life they
will not grow (again). How painful are these punishments
and how unvirtuous (am I). How could this ever correspond
to the idea of “being the father and mother of the people”?’ !

Emperor Wen was echoed in subsequent centuries by,
among others, Kong Rong (153-208 AD) and the famous
Tang poet Bai Juyi (772-846 AD). Some even argued that
MCPs have little effect on the prevention of crimes or the
eradication of evil.

Advocates for the reinstatement of MCPs include Ban
Gu (32-92 AD), Liu Song (d. 300 AD) and the great neo-
Confucian scholar Zhu Xi (1130-1200 AD). Interestingly,
many of these did not want to reinstate MCPs just to inflict
pain and make the stigma permanent. They saw the lack of
MCPs creating a penal void in which not-so-serious crimes
do not find fit punishment except the capital one. Liu Song
wrote: ‘These days, capital punishment is excessive, and so
many people have lost their lives. At the same time, other
punishments are overly lax, and so even sentencing [and
punishing] offenders cannot stop evil breaking of laws. All of
these phenomena are due to the non-use of MCPs.” 2

MCPs, according to these advocates, serve practical purposes
in removing the instrument of the crime and achieve a
deterrent effect by driving fear into the heart of those who
witness the outward manifestations of MCPs. Thus Zhi Xi
wrote: ‘... although this would cause harm to their limbs,
[these punishments] would nevertheless preserve their lives
and destroy the root of their desires to commit evil, as well
as [physically] preventing them from having the means to
engage in those crimes again.’ ?

Professor Ho concluded that the content of the debates
between anti- and pro-MCPs did not change substantially
for over a thousand years. The debates also show that in
Chinese legal thought punishment is justified primarily
on consequentialist grounds (to deter, to incapacitate
and to rehabilitate). He further pointed out that a unique
characteristic of the Chinese thought on punishment is the
reverence due the sage kings of antiquity, to whose authority
appeals from both camps had repeatedly been made.

Professor Gallagher said, ‘We were initially surprised by
the incredible interest from lawyers and non-lawyers in the
seminars. Now we regularly get over 100 audience members
and thousands of views of the seminar videos. It’s all down
to the excellent speakers and interesting topics.’ [

1. Book of Han ((G£Z) ) juan 23, A. F. P. Hilsewe trans.
2. Book of Jin ({&%) ) juan 30, Norman P. Ho trans.
3. Zhuzi wenji ({&F3X %) ) juan 37, Norman P. Ho trans.
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The CUHK Distinguished Alumni-in-Residence Programme 2019 welcomed alumnus
Norman Chan Tak-lam (1976/Chung Chi/Sociology) back to his alma mater for a series
of interactive activities with students, staff and alumni soon after his retirement from

the position of Chief Executive of the Hong Kong Monetary Authority.

MEReZEEREFENI0A3RETT R
BRATAERNE | RE - DEBS R
EREBHEMBEE A RBFHL
B [BAT—ERY BRER—EX
M-BHEERS EREREHBEA
EREIA- ]

In the opening ceremony held on 3
October, Mr. Chan gave a keynote speech
entitled ‘Crossroads in Life’. He looked
back on his career and talked about how
he tackled the crises and challenges along
the way. ‘Hard work is no guarantee to
success; yet failure is definite should you

choose to give up,” he said.

B MEIBEARRKAEZNEE —F
HAEY —HARRBAERBTERA
B bR BRAEGHRALTE SRS
BB Em BRBEERBRR - BER
BRRAEEMREENABRE2 AHE
LR ERE -

That night, he returned to Ming Hua Tang
in Chung Chi College, the residential hall
he lived in during his university years,
and took a walk down memory lane. The
younger residents heard how he used
to attend classes on the grass, debate
philosophy with his classmates, read all
kinds of literatures and study abroad, all

of which have made him who he is today.

PR AREENMER TREBLBRSBM R WAEE
TREXRRK UWRABEMEDZRESH BRI # L
KREERK KEHKETRER  FRRAAERR [FX
RABAER] -8 [hARAER] EEMHS LR T -GS
HESEPRBNRBERRTIEEZXAES L EBKR B
BORE RUERASHERNTHELIR-

The next day, he suited up for a morning talk with
engineering students about the innovation and challenges
brought by FinTech to the financial sector, and for an
evening class where he imparted to business students some
rules and habits for a successful career. In between, he
changed into purple jerseys and played a basketball match
with students, staff, and alumni from different years and
Colleges. Mr. Chan, who was a sports enthusiast, said the

game conjured up fond memories of his good old days. [
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English

Jack Kong is a mentor of HKXTech Startup Platform and an investment partner at
Beyond Ventures. He has invested in more than 20 startups comprising the fintech, Al,
e-commerce, healthcare and social media businesses. He believes Hong Kong has no
lack of skilled talent and the scientific research achievements of local universities are
a source of incubation support for startups. Noteworthy examples include SenseTime
incubated at CUHK'’s Faculty of Engineering.

Compared to Beijing, Shanghai, Guangzhou and Shenzhen, he opined that Hong Kong’s
tech startups are still in their infancy. He added that a win-win outcome depends on
a good understanding of the mainland market, culture and policies, and making good
use of the talent, capital and innovation technology from both sides. Venture capitalists
primarily invest in startups during their initial phase. Decisions to invest or not are usually
determined by the soundness of ideas, the business models and market positionings

proposed, even though the entrepreneurs might not have any products ready for launch.

He said, ‘Entrepreneurs in the past would start a business if they had spotted its market
potential before others did. But the same cannot be applied to the emerging industries.
We can only seek to understand an industry’s potential as fast as possible and formulate a
method of analysis. It would be too late if we wait until a business segment gains popularity.
Investors of technologies like blockchain laid the groundwork five years ago.’

Jack considers learning ability and an open-minded attitude are crucial for one to
navigate the world of venture capital investments smoothly. He believes a company’s
business performance is ultimately reflected in its financial statements, no matter
how dynamic its business model or products appear to be. ‘I majored in professional
accounting, the lingua franca of the business world. Whenever | meet a founder
introducing his business, a set of profit and loss statement figures would surface in my
mind to help me form a picture of the startup’s future potential.’

J. Lau
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English

By studying how the human body, and the natural world, retains water in a
functioning structure, Prof. Bian Liming of the Department of Biomedical Engineering
has established promising new implant materials which deliver drugs and heal
injuries—hydrogels.

Professor Bian likens his new hydrogels to a ‘smart’ fishing net. The connections where the
knots of the net connect are dynamic, which are formed from links between molecules
that bind and release. His team is the first to use those reversible connections to make
dynamic hydrogels that can contain cultivable cells. Many drugs discovered in the lab kill
cancer cells in the Petri dish. But when they are administered to a real 3D tumor, they do
not function as they do in the dish. He hopes his invention can be used in the lab to build
3D cancer models that would identify which drugs work in the real world.

The hydrogel can also be used to repair injured tissues. Currently, almost all stem
cells die within a few hours of being inserted into an injury site, having no protection
around them to get adapted to their new environment. The hydrogel can afford the
stem cells the protection and support they need to survive long enough to prove useful.
He has also generated hydrogels that are very sticky or take any shape, meaning they
can attach to an injury site such as an open wound or a stomach ulcer. It can then
provide a protective coating at the site of the injury. If it is also loaded to contain a
therapeutic drug to treat the injury, it could deliver the drug to help an ulcer recover

without invasive surgery.

A common problem with older patients is necrotic bone in the femur head, making them
vulnerable to hip fractures in a fall. Current treatment involves surgery to remove the
dead bone tissue and the liquid that has accumulated. The hydrogel can be injected via
keyhole surgery into the bone to fill the holes and cavities that have developed in the
bone as it decays, giving the bone more support. It can also stimulate the growth of new
bone. The injection could also contain stem cells to help the bone repair and strengthen.
The treatment would at least delay if not obviate the need for a hip replacement.

Alex Frew McMillan
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Bed Bug Impossible
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Bed bugs can hide in cracks in furniture. Given their ability to live for a few months
without sucking any blood and their high fertility, bed bugs are extremely difficult
to eradicate. Formed by CUHK professors and students, the Hong Kong Anti-Bed
Bug Research Action Group studied the impact of common domestic blood-sucking
bugs and discovered nearly 30% of local residents are frustrated by bed bugs.
The bug bites will trigger human allergic reactions, physical annoyance, insomnia,
itching bite marks, and cause financial burden. Statistics also show that the problem
is across districts and income groups.

In collaboration with non-governmental organizations, the group has examined the
domestic bed bug condition through community and home visits and collecting
data via an online survey for systematic analysis. An effective, affordable, harmless
human and eco-friendly bed bug control solution is being developed. In the long
run, the group anticipates developing a comprehensive approach to ease the
problem of local bed bugs.

SEim £ IERYINTS
The Secret Ingredients of a Happy Life

ERAEMAZEE?HESKCAEBEAN FA HEREABHESR - HIA23A
RITWELS [BEENRR] AFRBEL LBk RESHHREEADE:
RERBHERBIMEL S BBHMERZMNERML -

REREBHEENZEE IR RAESE SEAHATAERERALES JFEK
BB ARIDAZE - HHBEA [DEEK - ERMAEDVER]| BE HUAKRERBEEF
Bl 224EA0ESNERENTFGRRENECREFERENSE MG —
S A ARBHBNBRE XM MESERAORF SR - A HEKKRE
BHRMNAGHRETHBHAETARSHERRAERERR MEMEXEESH
CEEAX  BEATRE e ET G R A EERAE -

HAREE [—a2E SZAE ] SRS MKE [CEABRIAREERE
RWREEXEBRIMGER MERRDERE ERKURE B TEH -

How can we attain happiness? It is a question asked by philosophers, poets and
theologians since time immemorial. In the seventh instalment of ‘The Pursuit of
Wisdom’ Public Lecture Series held on 23 September, Dean of Social Science

Prof. Chiu Chi-yue also tried to weigh in: It is through growth mindset that we can
attain happiness in different aspects of life.

Growth mindset refers to the belief that one’s talents can be developed with
effort, learning and dedication. In his lecture entitled ‘Mindset and Success: the
Psychology of a Flourishing Life’, Professor Chiu illustrated with scientific evidence
that when students learn that their academic ability is not a fixed trait like eye
colour, but instead is like a muscle that can grow and develop with hard work,
they do better in school. Similarly,
compared with people with a fixed
mindset, those with a growth mindset
are more likely to sustain and improve
their romantic relationships, to learn
from other disciplines and thus advance
their careers, and to embrace different
cultures and facilitate a harmonious and
innovative society.

Professor Chiu reminded the audience
that ‘changing your mind, changing your
life’ might be easier said than done.
‘The further you go from personal to
interpersonal levels, from vocational to
societal levels, the harder you will find it to
follow through with the growth mindset.’

RAREBEBERZERRBEN—B
Getting a Foothold in NAI

RAEIMAEBRBERERARGE (NAD - BBFREEZ S EHE - A ARIRPIELSD
KENREE—TRA HRABHELESHNRBEESIBHERMBBRN
CUHK has joined the National Academy of Inventors (NAI), which opens up more
opportunities for collaboration. As an NAI member, the economic impact generated
from academic discovery at CUHK will be increasingly recognized. It also offers
CUHK researchers a direct channel of communication with others in their areas
of specialization.

HizlREIE
On Carer Support
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The Intellectual Disabled Education and Advocacy League 30th Anniversary
Seminar on Carer Support was held on 25 September at the Yasumoto International
Academic Park. More than 200 participants from the disability field and carers
attended the Seminar and discussed on the stressful situations faced by the carers
of people with intellectual disabilities as well as the appeal for establishment of
case management system by the government. Various carers who have children
with intellectual disability at different stages shared their personal experience. Prof.
Phyllis Wong of the Department of Social Work explained the challenges faced
by carers in different stages and transitions in the concept of family life cycle and
pointed out the importance of setting up a case management system.

EENERTIEEMHRE—&

When the Biomedical Engineers Get Cultural
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Over 140 biomedical engineering students and staff from 21 countries spanning
over four continents took part in the welcoming party on 9 September. They shared
food of their hometowns, played quiz games and enjoyed cultural performances.
Music was played by a professional DJ who kept the crowd dancing till the end
of the party. Roo Rayeon found it a good opportunity to meet students from
different years. He said, ‘There were many international people on this occasion.
They introduced their countries with their presentation slides or videos.” Aiana
Baekova shared that the event had fostered a sense of community and brought the
international students together.
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i3S DNAIZ{E SehiREh1R
Pioneer of DNA Repairing Speaks at CUHK
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In the evening of 26 September, the Shaw
College Lecture Theatre was packed with
audience who came to listen to the lecture
on ‘Genome Modification by Natural and
Artificial DNA Breaks’ by Prof. Maria
Jasin, Shaw Laureate in Life Science and
Medicine 2019. Professor Jasin gave
a brief account of how her laboratory
used artificial double-strand breaks to
create genomic rearrangement which laid
the foundation for all subsequent gene
editing studies.

(e S RYSEEMER
Exemplary Enablers
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Since 2015, Shaw College has been working with the International Association of
Facilitators—Hong Kong Chapter to introduce facilitation in the project of ‘Enabling
S.H.A.W’. The association strives to develop meaningful dialogues to create impact

in the community. Having achieved a positive impact by means of facilitation, the
College was presented the IAF Facilitation Impact Award—Platinum.

The project aims at enhancing system and processes in facilitating student learning
and development as well as college administration; cultivating diversity and
inclusion in the college community; and aligning goals, principles and processes
on key management and student issues. It is hoped that the Shaw community can
stand in other people’s shoes and eventually develop a heart-to-heart connection.

The College Head Prof. Andrew Chan Chi-fai opined that facilitation matches
the College’s people-oriented culture, which provides an open and interactive
communication platform to accommodate the needs of students, the College and
society. He hoped that the Shaw team will have a better development through
facilitation, preparing Shaw students as the future leaders to serve the community.

NEBEEE
On Philanthropia
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Held in Shenzhen in early September, the 4™ World Philanthropy Forum explored
the role of different professional sectors in various aspects of philanthropy under
the development of the Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area. It aspired
to bring together expertise and philanthropic experiences for the promotion of
regional and global charity advancement. The Forum was jointly hosted by CUHK,
the Chinese People’s Association for Friendship with Foreign Countries, Tsinghua
University and the University of Hong Kong, and co-hosted by the Shenzhen
Municipal People’s Government.
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Reappointed Council Member

ZEEETBEERBERE - EH=F R2019F 11 A1RRER

Dr. Anita FY. Leung has been reappointed as a Member of the Council for a further period of

three years with effect from 1 November 2019.

Female Legal Leaders Seminar

Organized by the Faculty of Law, the Female Legal Leaders Seminar aims to create awareness

regarding gender issues. Details are as follows:
Date 4.11.2019
Time 5:00—6:30 pm

Ms. Emma Davies
Partner, Clifford Chance, The Honourable

Mrs. Justice Audrey Campbell-Moffat

Speakers Judge of the Court of First Instance of the High Court
of Hong Kong
Ms. Anna Wu Hung-yuk, GBS, JP
Chair of the Competition Commission of Hong Kong
Venue CUHK Graduate Law Centre, 2/F, Bank of America Tower, Central
Admission Open and free of charge
Remark CPD credits are available upon application and subject to accreditation by

the Law Society of Hong Kong (currently pending)

* Scan to register by
5:00 pm, 3 November 2019
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Goodbye to All That
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owned a pager, then messaging device du jour. It was said that by 1996 there were 10 million
pager users in Japan alone.

On 1 October, the pager was laid to rest in Japan, as the last paging service provider, Tokyo
Telemessage, closed its service. Prior to that, only 1,500 subscribers remained.

The pager fad had ebbed way before the present century. Its messaging function was taken

there are plans to phase them out by 2021.

I am a slow convert to modern telecommunication technology. Never owned a pager, and |
resisted buying a cell phone when Nokia and Motorola ruled the market, when it was more
a status symbol than a daily necessity. But | fell in line when | became a solicitor. Since then
it has been an uninterrupted chain of newer models and expanding functionalities.

| entered adulthood when music was being personalized. | was one of many in my generation

who boarded a plane for an overseas university with not a dictionary in my luggage but a :
¢ and characters. As the then Hong Kong governor Sir Mark Aitchison Young (1886-1974)
¢ surrendered to the Japanese at the Peninsula Hotel, the script also centres on the happenings
¢ at the Royal Hotel.

portable cassette-tape player. When | was in graduate school, the player and the cassette
tapes had morphed into a Walkman and CDs. In the process of personalization, not only have
the physical objects got progressively smaller and slimmer but they eventually disappeared
altogether. Today music comes to us through streaming rather than any physical tape or disc.

Virtuality has usurped physicality in our home entertainment, too. Now we stream rather
* facebook and filmed locally at Fort Davis and a stone house. The filming only took more

: than 20 days. More than 200 props are antiques purchased on eBay, which cost him almost

¢ amillion dollars.
In the US, VHS became history in 2008. Japan, always a little more stubborn in consigning :

than buy videos and films. The many VHS tapes recording our weddings and our children’s
birthdays now sit in the closet like treasure boxes whose keys can be found no more.

things to the dustbin of history, had waited until July 2016 to pull the plug on this black box
with which our lives can be played out, fast forwarded or reversed at will.
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: Many foreign-language films about the World War Il centre on Europe and the US, but the

battles in Hong Kong have been neglected. Chung Chi College presented the screening of
Christmas at the Royal Hotel directed by an American director Craig McCourry. The story

Those of us who were in the workforce in the 1980s should know or might have actually focuses on a Canadian soldier, a female journalist and a janitor at the Royal Hotel before the

¢ Japanese occupation, with an attempt to fill the missing piece in film history.

Prof. Grace Mak of the Department of Chinese Language and Literature is the film’s producer.

She hopes to reveal what the war brought to society and families through the stories of the
: ordinary, and to pay tribute to the foreign soldiers. ‘More than 1,600 foreign soldiers died
* confronting the Japanese troops. It broke the hearts of their family members back home.’

: . . I Ly .
over by cell phones and social media. Its users are mostly healthcare professionals who work : Why does the story put the spotlight on the Canadian soldier? McCourry said, “The Canadian

in the hospital. There are 130,000 pagers used in the UK National Health Service system, but : soldiers we.re sent to Hong Kong three m(?ntf/)s before the /war .broke out. Barely into thew

: early twenties, they died in a city they didn’t know well.” | still remember the Canadian
¢ soldier’s death scene: He reaches the hotel janitor with his field phone and learns of his
¢ wife’s pregnancy. Then he requests the janitor to play Christmas songs on broadcast to

¢ accompany his last moment.

. The scene was in the director’s mind on Christmas Eve 2016. He attended a Christmas
¢ service with his wife Professor Mak. While singing a hymn, he was gripped with a mixed
¢ feeling: Thousands of families were torn apart at Christmas in 1941, which was supposed

to be a festival for family reunions. The paradox then crystalized into the script outline

Producing a historical film is costly. It was even more challenging to film historical shots in
Hong Kong within a limited budget. For this reason, McCourry recruited local actors on

Learning from history, we can tell right from wrong. Isn't it inspiring to know how the two

filmmakers dedicated to restoring the historical images of Hong Kong?

J. Lau

#545 1 19.10.2019



[ CUHKNEWSLETTER | HKiBEA /

=—— My X £ / REMARKABLES

“The Jm’oﬁfem of Beofﬁugs
is worse in subdivided ffats,
but it is also common in
oroﬁ’nary households in
‘]{ong Kong. The Joroﬁfem
has got worse in

the last ﬁve oY SiX years. ’

Prof. Wong Hung,
Department of Social Work
(‘Bedbug infestations widespread in Hong Kong,
study finds, with one expert warning of “public health issue”,
SCMP.com, 24 September 2019)
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‘Teaching is a job as challenging as it is meaningful...
I want to increase my students’ motivation and passion
in learning, help them realize the relevance of
what they’ve learnt to the real world, and encourage
them to use their skills to benefit society.’

Prof. Darwin Lau, Department of Mechanical and Automation Engineering,
recipient of 2019 UGC Teaching Award (Early Career Faculty Members)

‘Many successful people
are successful because
they give up later than

most people when all signs

point to one act.’

“h

Prof. Andy Wong, Associate Dean of Undergraduate Studies
of the Faculty of Business Administration,
gave life lessons to freshmen at the Faculty’s Inauguration
Ceremony on 2 September
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